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PREFACE. 



npHE Abolition of the Slave Trade 
has been fo much and fo warmly 
agitated, that the minds of moft men are 
in fome degree prepoflefled upon the fub- 
je£t. But if many have formed their 
opinions as to particular points^ few per- 
haps have confidered the whole of the 
queftion. It has been the objedl of the 
Author to do this in the following flieets ; 
and he only hopes, that if any of his Readers 
ihould think him fometimes' wrong, they 
will have the candour to enquire if he is 
not fometimes right. It feems to him, 
that any one folid objedtion fliould be fuf- 
ficient to prevent a meafure which may 
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Iv PREFACE. 

produce fuch important and cxtendve con- 
fequences, as the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade. 

N.B. The Rqiort puMifhed by the Committee of 
the Privy Council, is cited in the notes with difiereot 
abbreviations, viz. Cpm. Co, Rep. and PHv, Co. Rep. 
—And 2 few pafiages are cited as being in the Appen- 
dixes, which are in the general colleQions of anfwers 
from the iflands, to the cjueftions fent by the Privy 
Council : but thefe inaccuracies wete not difcpTere4 
tin it was too late to coireft them. 
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DOUBTS 



ON THE 



SLAVE TRADE* 



Y HAVE read the Report of the Evidence 
given before the Committee of the 
Privy-council, and many of the pamphlets 
publiflied by the Society in the Old Jewry ; 
I hope I have not lefs humanity than my 
neighbours i I folemnly declare that I have 
no connexion or intereft in any trade ; I 
reipedl Meflrs. Pitt, Fox and Grenville, as 
three of the ableft men in the kingdom ; 
and yet I cannot anfwer it to my country 
to vote for the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
tinlefs they (hall advance far more, fatisfac- 
tory reafons than any I have yet met with. 
1 will ftate my Doubts, in the hope of hav- 
ing them fatisfied either in - or out of the 
Houfe ; for I feel a prejudice againft the 
very name of Slavery, and wilh to be con- 

B vinced 
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vinced that it is our duty, our intereft, ot 
in our power, to fupprefs it. 

I fliall confider this meafure— 
, I, As/ required by religion, juftice, or 
humanity, 

2, In a mercantile and political view, as 
it may afFe£t the trade and ftrength of the 
nation. 

3, If it is likely to attain the ends pro- 
pofed, and is in fa£t practicable. 

It is not my intention to enter into a 
long and elaborate dctence of the Slave 
Trade agsi^nft the charge of Impiety. My 
more fcrupulous Readers may find this quef- 
tion fully difcujQed in the writings of 
Mcflrs. Ramfay, Clarkfoa and Nickolls oa 
one fide^ and of Meflrs. Harris and Franck- 
lyn on the other. To me it is clear be^ 
yond contradidlion, that the keeping of 
Slaves is allowed and even regulated * in 
the Old Teftament, and not forbidden ia 
any part of the New, though at the intro- 
du£kion of Chriftianity the prafitice was too 
notorious and univerfSd to have been over- 

* Leviticus, ch. xxt, v. 44. 4(5. Exodos,- ch. xxi- 
v» 2, 4. 

looked. 
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looked. The advocates for the abolition 
infift " that the Old Law was done away 
" by the New, and that the impiety of 
keeping flaves is to be generally inferred 
from the mild fpirit of Chriftianity/* 
This argument would be good if the keep- 
ing of flaves was a part of the Jewifh ce^ 
remonial; but I apprehend the fin (if any) 
muft be moral fin ; and no moral fin was I 
believe either permitted by the old or left 
tmcenfured in the new law. One writer * 
indeed goes fo far as to fay, that-—" Believ- 
•' ers in divine prpvidence will fee much 
" to dread in continuing the Slave Trade^ 
** and that the legiflature, if it gives an 
** authoritative fandion to this trade, mufl 
^^ take upon itfelf all its confequences, mo- 
** ral, political and judicial, with refpe£l to 
** divine providence." The immediate in- 
terpofition of Providence in human affairs 
is a queftion too dark and difficult for me 
to difcufs ; nor does fuch a difcuffion feem 
neceffary, or to promife much edification. 
No nation can now boaft of living under a 
Theocracy; and human governments muft be 

* Sec the Rev. Mr. NickolU's Letter to the Trca- 
furcr of the Society in the Old Jewry, p. 2(5. 32. 
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direfted by human reafon, and fupported 
by human means. Such at leaft is my 
opinion, and upon this opinion I fliall al- 
ways adi. Indeed few political queftions 
are fo perfedly clear as to warrant either 
party in appealing to the judgment of God 
as a ground of determination, 

* The Slave Trade is faid to be founded in 
injuftice, fupported by a conftant violation 
of the natural rights of mankind, and has 
even beAi called a fyftem of robbery and, 
murder. This pofition principally refts 
upon the favourite afTertion— n" that every 
*^ man has by natural right an unalienable 
** property in his own perfon^^ But there 
have been fo many undeniable inftances in 
all ages and countries of fome men being 
(though under different names) the pur- 
chafeable and inheritable property of others, 
that this natural right feems to be no more 
exempted from the interference of munici- 
pal and national law, than the many other 
natural rights which have been univerfally 
reftrained, and upon which reftridions all . 
focieties and governments are founded. I 
know no natural right of an individual 
which can be oppofed to the more impor- 
tant 
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tant rights of fociety, and therefore I do 
not underftand how any natural right can 
be unalienable. 

Mr. Clarkfon, in the firft page of his 
Eflay on Slavery, admits " tJijat cuftoms 

uniformly pradifed by barbarous and ci- 
^' vilized nations through a long fucceffion 
^* of ages afford a prefumption that . fuch 

cuftoms are not only eminently ufeful, 

but founded on principles of juftice;'* 
but then he immediately adds, " that ano- 
"" ther argument arifes in oppofition to this 
'*^ prefumption from our feelings for our 
^* fellow creatures, and that divine fympa- 
*' thy whijch niture has implanted in our 
*' breaft for the beft purpofes ;" in other 
words, from an internal confcioufnefs that 
fuch cuftoms are unjujl. Some men of 
warm: hearts and fpeculative minds may 
perhaps have reafoned or written or talked 
themfelves into this opinion; but it cer- 
tainly has not yet been adopted by the 
generality of mankind : fuch internal con- 
fcioufnefs, unguided by divine or human 
. laws, and unenlightened by experience, is 
not a fure rule of condudt to an individual, 
and much lefs a fafe principle of legiflation 

and 
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and government. The internal confciouC- 
aefs^of mankind has been often, and (as I 
think) reafonably urged in proof of the ex- 
iftence of a Deity, but this confcipufnefs is 
fuppofed to be univerfal, and is moreover 
proved .by the univerfal pradlice of wor- 
flup : whereas with refped to flavery, the 
confcioufnefs of its injuftice is far from 
being either apparent or univerfal, and the 
praflice is moft decidedly againft it. 

Many ingenious but inconclufive argu- 
ments have been ufed to Ihew that the 
right of keeping a man in flavery can never 
Lave a juji commencement. But if the eft- 
ilaving perfons of certain defcriptions (fuch 
as prifoners of war, convidls, or infolvent 
debtors) i§ neceflfary or extenfively ufeful 
to the fociety at large, and perhaps bene- 
ficial to the perfons themfelves, fuch flave- 
ry feems to be lawful and jufl:. 

Mr. Clarkfon hats taken fome unneceflary 
pjuns to prove — ^^ that no jufi man can be 
** configned to flavery without his own 
^ confent'^r — But furely this implies, that 

♦ Eflay on Slavery, p. 69. 

an 



^' 



C 7 ] 

an unjufi man may be made a flave ^itb^ 
outy and a juft man with his own confenU 

9 

The right of enflaving prifoners of war 
has alfo been denied*. For though it is 
admitted that where a man has a right to 
kill, he has alfo a right to ^nflave ; yet it 
is faid, that no man has a right to kill ano- 
ther, except from neceffity ; but the vidlor, 
who takes his enemy prifoneV, proves by 
that very adl that there was no neceffity^ an^ 
therefore no rights to kill him. And it is 
indeed happy for part of mankind, that the 
policy and ftrength of European govern- 
ments, their fdrts and frontiers, the im- 
provements in agriculture and commerdal 
intercourfe, have produced a change great- 
ly for the better in the ancient law of war : 
biit Africa is not enough civilized, nor at 
prefent capable of adopting our ranfoms, 
parols, and cartels f j and as it cannot be 

* Clarkforfs Effay on Slavery, p. 86. Ramfa/san- 
fwcrs to the objeftions againft the abolition, p. 44. 

f Des Marchais fays—** As I have obferved In other 
** parts of this^work, the praftice of exchanging pri- 
•* foners is not known in Africa ; they have not even 
** any term for it in their language/' vol. i. p. 65. vol. 
iL p. i8p. 

fup- 
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fuppofed that the vklor will difmifs a Coii* 
quered enemy unconditionally, there feemS 
to be no other alternative than flayery or 
deaths 

Mr. J. Blackftone has faid *, that-^** thd 
" thijee origins of flavery afligned by Juf- 
♦* tinian, (viz. by capture, birth, and fale 
of his liberty by the perfon himfelf ) are 
all built upon falfe foundations:" but^ 
befides that the reafons ftated in fupport of 
this opinion are certainly not unanfwerable, 
it is fufEcient for the prefent purpofe to 
obferve, that Mr. J. Blackftone fpeaks of 
that flavery only whereby an abfolute and 
unlimited power is given to the mafter 
, over the /ife and fortune of the flave. But 
our merchants and planters claim no fuch 
power; the Africans indeed both claim and 
cxercife it ; confequently a flave gains by 
being transferred from an African to an 
Englifli mafter J he is no longer an abfo- 
lute, but becomes a qualified and protected 
property ; and for this, among other rea- 
I ibns, I do not fee how the Slave Trade 



* I Comment, ch. 14* 
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can be condemned as contrary to the prin- 
ciples of juftice. 

But though flavery, as pradifed in other 
ages and countries, may be defenfible upon 
general principles of utility or neceffity, 
yet the advocates for the abolition bill in- 
fift that it is unjuft in Africa ; becaufe 
there, debtors and delinquents are falfely 
charged and corruptly condemned, kidnap- 
ping is encouraged, and wars are under- 
taken for the fole purpofe of procuring 
(laves. Thefe are all queftions of fadits, and 
ihould be decided by the evidence that has 
been produced on both (ides, I have con- 
(idered this evidence with a good deal of ' 
attention, but to ftate and compare it would 
require a feparate work. For my own 
part, I have no doubt but fome flaves are 
kidnapped and fome unjuftly condemned ; 
but inftances of this fort neither are nor 
can be frequent * j unlefs indeed it be taken 

. * Sec the evidence of Sir G. Yonge, Adm. Ed- 
wards, and of Meffrs. Barnes, Matthews, Penny, EI- 
drid, Heatley, Miks and Anderfon. Priv. Co. Rep. 
part i. tit,^ Slav^ Francklyn's Anfwcr t6i Clarkfon's ♦ 
£flay on l^lay^ry,' p. 1041 105. 

for 
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for granted, that all the witnefles againft 
the bill are interefted and incredible, and 
all the Witnefles' for it perfedly well in- 
formed, unprejudiced and impartial ; a prc- 
fumption which does not appear to be 
warranted, either by the manner in which 
the witnefles fp^ak, nor by the matter 
which their evidence contains. 

With refped to the wars in Africa, it has 
been confidently alledged — " that her kings 
'' are never compelled to War, that we can 
hear of, by public principlesi — ^by na*- 
tional glory-^ — fl:ill lefs by the love of theit 
people. In Europe it is the extenfion of 
*' commerce, the maintenance . of national 
" honour, or fome great public obje£l, that 
*' is ever the motive to war with every 
" monarch : but in Africa, it is the per^- 
** fonal avarice and fenfuality of their kings, 
f' and we fliimulate ^nd depend upon thefe. 
" vices for the very maintenance of the 
" Slave Trade*/' Without inquiring if this 
is a faithful reprefentatlon of the military 

hiftory of Europe, I have fufficient reafou 

* Mr? Wilbcrfprce'^ Speech, p. 7. 

for 
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for believing that in Africa public objeds 
fuch as conamerce, thirft of conqueft, dif* 
puted fucceffions, &c. &c, have given rife 
to frequent and bloody wars. I have ex- 
tradled from different authors accounts of 
ten warsj which do not appear to have been 
undertaken for the purpofe of procuring 
flaves *j and of thirty wars which are ex- 
prefsly ftated to have been undertaken for 
other purpofesf* And we may furthef 

learii frdtti three writers at different periods, 
non^ of whom wrote with any view of 
juftifying the Slave Trade, that the Afri- 
cans are generally fo irrafcible and vin* 
didive, that they are always fufEciently 
prone to prey upon one another, without 



* Leon. Afrlc. op. ed.£Iz. 1632. p. 662. Bofman^ 
f. 20. 32. 61. 68. 70. Churdhiirs Coll. of Voy. v. i^ 
J). 73. 729. V. 5. p. 75. 97. 369. 

f Leon. Afric. ojJ. p. 644. 650. 6^54, 655. (^58. 
Bofman, p. 26. 33* 66. 310. 373. Church. Col. v. i. 
p. 626. 682. 711. 717. V. 5. pi*39. 88. III. 123. 175. 
182. 389. 493. V. 6. 224. Relation de F Afrique, Oc- 
cid. par Labat. v. 2. p. 198, & feq. y. 3- p. 85. v. 4^ 
p. 131 & feq. Voyage duChev. des Marchais. v. 2, 
p. 3. Privy Goun. Rep. part i. tit. Slaves, evidence of 
Meffrs. Devayncs and Matthews. Mr. MUesV evidence 
«t the bar of the Hbufc of Commons. 

C 2 wanting 
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in^anting any encouragement from iis*# 
On the other hand, neither in any book, 
nor in the evidence coUeded upon the 
prefent occafion, is there a fingle inflance of 
a war clearly and indifputably undertaken 
for the purpofe of procuring flaves. In the 
treacherous affair at Calabar f , the war wa9 
certainly not begun at the inftigation of the 
Englifh captains ; for if at their arrival on 
the coaft the natives had been living in 
peace, the trade would have gone on as 
ufual, and there would have been no need 

* Bofman— ^** The greateft part of their wars are 
'^occafioncd by the recovery of debts, and the difputes 
** of their chief people, p. 150, 151.** 

Des Marchais— *^ They make war fo frequendy, and 
*^ on fuch frivolous pretences, that one may almoft fay 
** thpy arc never at peace. v» 2. p. 189.'* 

Dr.Spaarman,fpeakingof theCafBres^who havefcarce 
tny communication with the Europeans, fays, — " The 
*' occafion of their wars is generally the fame as in other 
*• parts of the globe, want of humanity, and their arro- 
'^ gant and rapacious difpofition. It is even faid, that 
*• a ftolen or ftraycd calf, or one grazing upon the ter- 
** ritories of a neighbouring country, and other matters 
** equally trifling, will fometimes be fufficient to fet 
^* two or more nations by the cars." Voy. to the Cape 
of Good Hope, V. 2. p. 153. * 

^ See Capt. Hall's Evidence. Privy Co. Rep. part i^ 
tit* Government, Religion, &g. 

of 
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of recurring to the ihameful expedient re 
iated by captain HalL The information 
given by Mr. Brue to Sir George Yonge * 
is not full to the point, nor was Sir George 
Yonge particular in his inquiries as to the 
cauC? of the war* The information fe ema 
to amount to nothing more than, that the 
blacks were going to war, and expeded to 
bring in ibme flaves« 

I have heard it faid, that " pofitive evi- 
dence of wars for flaves is not requifite ; 
for that the trade muft occafion wars by 
** its YtTj nature and principle ; fince, as 
** flaves are merchandize that can be pro^ 
** cured by wars, it follows that wars will 
** be undertaken to procure them," This 
argument would I own have fome weighty 
if it were known or could be reafonably 
fuppofed that the greater part,^ or even 
many of the flaves, were prifoners of war, 
or that warfare is the only, or even the 
eaficft and fafeft mode of procuring them» 
But from all the evidence I have feen, the 
very reverfe feems to be the fa£t : moft of 
the flaves are brought from inland markets ; 
and by what means, thofe markets arc ftip- 

♦ Sec his .evidence. Priv. Co. Rep. part i. tit. flaves. 

plied 
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plied) neithet we nor the black traders ott 
the coaft know, at leaft they will not in-» 
form us ; but it appears from the witneffes 
on both fides, that a very finall proportion 
is underftood to beprifoners of war. That 
there is an eafier and fafer way of procuring 
flaves than by wars, is clear from the jour-^ 
nies which the native merchants make from 
time to time with European goods intd 
the interior country, whence they bring 
down three, ,four, or five hundred flaves at 
a time, which flaves are known to come 
from markets fl:ill further inland. Now 
admitting it to be pojfihle that thefe flaves 
may have been kidnapped or captured in 
war, yet when one confiders the regularity 
of the markets, and the fecurity with which 
the merchants both go and return, it feems^ 
far more probable that this kind of traflic 
is univerfally allowed and regulated 
throughout Africa, and that the objedts of 
it are either condemned or born to flavery^ 
and are confcious that refifl:ance on their 
part would be fruitlefs and punifliable* 
The inference therefore, that the flaves 
being merchandife procurable by wars will 
neceflarily occafion wars to procure them, 

is 
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is rq>elled, both by the filence pi hiftorians, 
and the circumftances of the trade. The 
Slave Trade may have changed the confe- 
quences of victory, by fubftituting flavery 
to flaughter ; but I fee no reafon to con- 
clude that it has b?en the caufe of 
wars. 

The charge of robbery and murder, con- 
tains more found than fenfe. Thefe are 
known definite crimes, confiding of in- 
tention and fa£t, neither of which are 
proved to be the neceflary or ufual appen- 
daiges to the Slave Trade. ♦ There are fomc 
kidnappers and fome pirates, but it does 
not therefore follow, that flavery and na- 
vigation are unlawful. Many flaves may 
die in the paflfage, as in the courfe of a cam- 
paign many foldiers may die in the hof- 
pitals ; but this is misfortune, not crime j 
and nothing but a defire of perverting all 
language, and confounding all ideas, of 
blinding our reafon and inflaming our paf- 
fions, could induce any one to call our 
merchants and planters robbers and mur- 
derers, merely becaufe they are concerned 
io a trade which has been long encouraged 

by 
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by the laws of this country, as one mean 
of national profperity, and Immem orially 
allowed by the cuftom of A&ica. 






I h^Te indeed heard it advanced *, that 
negroes may be made Haves unjuftly, 
and yet by no means contrary to the 
" cuftom t of Africa." 

Probably no country can boaft of a code 
of laws fo perfedly fimple and rational, but 
that fome of them will appear unjuft to the 
legiflatois of other countries. Far be it from 
me to vindicate all the cuftoms of the 
Africans, a people uncivilized, and (in my 
opinion,) vindictive and fanguinary in the 
extreme. But national cuftoms often arife 
out of the particular circumftances of the , 
country in which they prevail, and it feemg 
to me that the univerfal practice of flavery 

* Mr. Wilbcrforcc^s Speech, p. 51. 

f Kidnapping and corrupt judgments cannot pro* 
perly be called the cuftom of Africa ; for it is abun-* 
dantly prored in the report, that kidnapping is always 
puniflied as a crime, when detefted ; and that juftice 
is generally fairly adminiftered, according to the lavr 
of the country. See the evidence of Meflrs. Barne89 
Miles, Penny, Weaves, Eldrid, and Dalzcll^ Priv,, 
Co. Rept part i. / 
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in Africa may be accounted for and in 
great meafure juftified by its climate, pro* 
duce and population, the fmall progrefs it 
has made in arts and agriculture, and the 
natural difpofition of the natives. In a 
country generally well peopled, without na- 
tional faith, with fufficient property to tempt 
men to crimes, but without a regular po- 
lice to prevent them, inhabited by people 
of ardent paffions, thievifli difpofitions, 
and filled with ftrange luperftitions ; in a 
country fo circumfianced, flavery feems to 
be the only method of preventing greater 
evils. Tell an African combatant that 
** it is unjuft to enflave or kill his prifoner," 
—he would anfwer,— ** that he had then 
^ conquered in vain, fmce he has neither 
** gained reparation for paft, nor fecuri-. 
** ty againft future attacks.' —Forbid an 
African Court to affign the perfons of 
<:riminals or infolvent debtors to the injur- 
ed parties, and it might be aiked, "by 
•' what other means could it enforce either 

• 

♦* punifhment or payment ?" is it then unr^ 
reafonable to maintain that in thefe inftan- 
ces the practice of flavery is juftifiable upon 
the two important principles of prefcrying 

D the 
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the lives of individuals, and fuch a ftate 
of focicty as the Africans have been able to 
form. 

Mr. Qartfon has laboured hard * to per* 
fuade his readers that Slavery and Tranf- 
portation are'pcrfeftly unjuft both with 
refpeil to the criminals and the proportion 
of the pucdfliment. The paflage alluded to 
IS. a very enthufiallic declamation in prmfo 
of hberty and the love of one's country ; 
but whoever perufes it with a little atten- 
tion, will dete£t the following defeOis and 
&llacies in his reafoning : 

I, Mn Clarkfon, having afiiimed it as « 
£i^ that the adminiifaratioa of juftice in 
Afiica is invariably tyrannic^ and corrupt, 
infers that the natives have therefore not 
the option of being virtuous f . Now 
though a mali-adminiftration of juftlce ia 
cert^nly a difcouragement to virtue, yet 
^ Teems a ftrange pofitlon^ to midntain- that 
no man: can be guilty becanfe tlw innocent 
are fometimes condemned, 

• Efliyon Slawiry, part u..cb. Ti. 
-)■ £03jr on Slavery, in the note, p> 49. 
1 J, 3| Mr, 
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«, Mr, C. fays thattfife pum{hnlentbea» 
no proportion to the oflFence; but as he 
has taken no diftindlon between different 
crimes> his argument proves too much ; 
iince, according to him, llavery and trani^ 
portation would be too fevere a puniih- 
ment even for the moft aggravated cafe of 
murder. 

3, Mr. C. fays, this punifliment iS ap- 
plied merely to gratify avarice, not to de- 
ter others, and to make crimes lefs frequent : 
an affertion which is in a great degree re- 
futed by the evidence of many writers % 
and the Privy Council's Rfeport f • It is 
certain that in many parts of Africa the 
Haves are taught to believe that thofe, who 
are fold to the Europeans, are not only 
tranfported but are to be eaten at the end 
of the voyage. A plain proof that the 
Slave Trade is confidered as an exemplary 
punifhment, and as a mean of preventing 
crimes, fince the feller can have no other 

# 

* Bofman, p. 342. Barbot. Churchill's Coll. voL ' 
T. p. 272. 339. Labat. Voy. aux Ifles. part iv. ch. 

t Evidence of Mr. Norris, part i. tit^ Government^ 
&c. andof Mefirs. PopIettandNewton, tit. Slaves. . 

D 12 motive 
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motite for reprefenting the lot of the fisvei^ 
to be worfe than it really is. Suppofing 
them to be fold merely for profit, the 
mafters fhould rather wifh to" perfuade them 
to bear their fate contentedly, than thus 
excite groundlefs apprehenfions, which are 
not unlikely to urge them to flight or 
fuicide. 

Since therefore the keeping of (laves i^ 
not forbidden, but is rather countenanced 
by the Law of God, has been eftablifhed . 
by the laws and practice of many nations 
the moft civilized as well as the inoft bar- 
barous, may be ufefu} and almofl: unavoid* 
able in particular countries, aiid may have 
even a merciful commencement, there 
feems to be no ground for fupporting in 
this fihgle inflance natural againft focial 
rights, or for condemning as univerfally 
unjuft an eftablifhed relation in fociety^ 

^ which is nearly coeval with fociety itfelf* 

\ 

I (hall now proceed to confider the inbu^ 
manity of the Slave Trade, as well in tak- 
ing the flaves from their own country, as 
in the treatment of them both during the 
paffage and in the Weft Indies, 



^■^ 




No man or fet of men can form a true 
cftimate of the effcds which certain laws, 
circumftances or fituations in life, produce 
upon the feelings of others. An Englifli-t 
man, condemned to flavery, would proba-- 
bly find a fource of conftant mifery in the 
confcioufnefs of being a flave ; but an Afn<« 
can cannot feel this ftrohg abhorrence 
from a ftate which has always been pre- 
fent to his eyes and familiar to his 
mind: he may at times fufier from the 
confequences of his fituation, but cannot 
be greatly mortified by the fituation itfelf« 
A flave in his own country, he is ftill a 
flave in the Weft Indies ; but his means of 
happinefs are confiderably increafed. In 
Africa his life was held cheap, and at the 
abfolute difpofal of his mafter; he could 
have nothing like property, .was probably 
contemptuoufly treated, wretchedly fed, 
and often puniflied as feverely as in the 
iflands *. In the Weft Indies his life is pro- 
tedted ; food, clothing and afliftance in fick* 
nefs and old age are fecured to him by be* 

* See the evidence of Sir Geo. Tongc, Meflrs. Pen-^ 
ny, Poplett, Heatly and Newton. Priv. Cou. Rep. 
part i. tit. Governmenti &c« and flaves. 

' nevolent 
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ncvoknt laws* ; and with moderate indu{^ 
try he may acquire property fufficientto 
gratify his yanity and his paflions. He i9 
probably obliged to woik harder than ia 
his own country, but the hours o£ his lar- 
hour, and even his punifhment are regu- 
lated by law; and to exadt reafonable la^ 
bour from thofe who have no other means 
of fubfiftence has never been deemed inhu- 
manity. Nor do the negroes in the iflanda 
nfiglea thefe advantages. It is notorious 
that great numbers of the Haves there are 
well dreffed, able to fupply th? markets 
with provifions, and are not unprovided 
with money !• It is given in evidence $, 

th^t 

• » • 

^ * See a View of the principles of the Slave Law$^ 

Prir. Co. Rep. part iii. 

f See ObfenratiotJS on the Slave Trade, p. 29, 36. 
33, and an Anfwer to Mr, Clarkfon's Effay on Slavery, 
p* 197/ 238. both by Mr. Francklyn. 

% See th^ evidence of Ld. Rodney, Sir Pet. Parker, 
Adm. Barrington, Sir Jo(h. Rowley and Adm. Ho- 
tham, Adm. Edwards and' Sir Geo. Yonge. Priv. Co* 
Rep. part iii. tit. Further Evidence, &c. It has been 
faid that—" in cafes like this, an admiral's evidence is 
^ << perhaps -the very worft that can be taken, for that 

« the fight of the admiral would no doubt exhilarate^ 



« their faces.** — ^But I prefume moft of thefe admirals i 

were fo often on Ihore, that their appearance could ( 

not 
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that they do not appear to be either unhap* 
py, or overworked, or cruelly punilhed** 
I do not therefore fee that the tranfporting 
African Slaves from their own country to 
our iflands, is an aft of inhumanity, (ince 
moft of them may and very many do ia 
fad profit by the change. 

The mode of conveying the flaves from 
Africa to the Weft Indies has been the 
theme of much obloquy and of many dil^ 
gufting defcriptions ; and it would perhaps 
be more tedious than diflBcult to detefl: 
fome improbabilities in the fa£ts, and fome 
exaggeration in. the manner of ftating them. 
But when one conliders that the objedk of 
the trade is to tranfport many thoufands of 
men from their own country to another, 
wholly unknown and not favourably re^ 

Hot always make an holiday x cfpecialTy as it appcart 
• that theib gentlemen had feen the flaves in ficknefs, at 
Work, and even under aftual puniihment 

♦ I do not wiffi to fupprcfs that there is evidence 
alfo of cruel punifliments. But particular inftances 
of cruelty happen in all countries."— I quote the evi- 
dence of the admirals -only to fliew that the general 
treatment of the flaves did not appear to diem to be in- 
liuman* 

ported 
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ported to them ; in a ftate of flavery to 
inafters of a different country, language, 
and manners ; the very nature of the thing 
(independent of any evidence) creates a 
reafonable prefumption that there will hap- 
pen occafional inftances of fcverity and 
fuffering. But the immediate intereft of 
the mafters*, in the good condition of the 
flaves, does alfo afford a reafonable pre- 
fumption that fuch inftances will not be 
frequent j and it appears in evidence f, that 

thefe 

• Mr. Norris fays,—** The eniolaments of the cap^ 
^ tains depend greatly upon the goc 1 condition of the 
*^ flaves> for their wages are no higher than in other 
•' trades, but they have a commiilion of nearly 6 per 
•* cent, on the amount of the falcs." — ^Capt, Hall fays^ 
** —The command of a fliip in this trade is the moft 
" lucrative of any, except the India Trade," — See tbetr 
twdenccy Priv. Co. Rep. part ii. 

By 29 G. m. c. 66^ f. 11, the mafter is intitled to 
a bounty of looU and the furgeon 50!. if they lofe no 
more than 2 Haves per cent.-«-and 50L and 25L if not 
more than 3 per cent, are loft. 

t Barbot fays,—-** The ilaves in the pafTage ufed to 
** divert themfelves on the deck, and feemed highly 
** pleafed." Churchill's Coll. vol, v, p, 546. 

Capt. Phillips fays, — ** When we come to fea wc 

** take their irons oflf^ for the only danger of a mutiny 

•* is whilft' they are in fight of the coaft ; but once out 

^' of fight, out of mind." Churchiirs Coll. vol. vi. p» 

3129. 

Mr. 
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the£b odious circumftances are by no rii^ans 
neceffarily and infeparably connected with 
the trader The fufFerings and mortality of 
the negroes in the pisiflage feem to be prin- 
cipally c^ufed by epidemical dif*eafes and 
adverfe weather ; and it niay well be ex- 
peded that the bad efFedts of both will be 
in a great degree obviated by the adt* 
lately pafled for regulating this trade; 
for the having fewer men on bdard, mord 
ftowage for provifions and Water, and 
more room for cleanlinefs and a free 
circulation of air, are approved means 
of preventing difeafes and promoting their 
cure. 

The regulations introduced by this a<3: 
jare ftill open to improvement. Many per- 
fons are of opinion that fmall fhips are 
more healthy than large ones, arid that the 

Mn Kteatly fays, — ** The flares are foon in good 
« fpirits.'* 

Mr* Dalzell has often taken the irons off many of 
his flavesfc 

Mr. Penny has gone {o far as to difcipline them on 
board his fliip as marinesi and triifted them with arms- 
See their evidence, Priv. Co- Rep. part ii. 

t ap G. IIL c- 66. 

£ epidemical 
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epidemical difeafes are frequently caufed 
by the ftiip's remaining too long on the 
coaft: fhould more exad obfervation juftify 
thefe opinions, it may be proper (giving 
the merchants due notice) to limit both the 
tonnage and the time. The advocates for 
the Abolition Bill confidently affirm*,-— 
*' that it is abfolutely impoffibk to regulate^ 
*' the Slave Trade;" — ^and their aflertion 
may indeed be grounded on a thorough in« 
veftigation of the fubje£t ; but it may alfo 
proceed from inconfiderate vehemence, or 
even from an apprehenfion that fuccefsful 
regulations may weaken their caufe : and 
when I am told that, — ^^ Regulate murder 
^^ as you pleafe^ it Jlill remains murder \y^—^ 
I plainly perceive an attempt to miflead and 
impoi^ upon me. For whoever ufes this 
poAtion as an argument, afTumes the very 
point in difpute, fubftitutes' one thing in 
the room of another, viz. Murder for Slave- 
dealing, and then forms his conclufion by 
fuppofmg them to be one and the fame :— 
** Regulate Slave-dealing as you pleafe, it 

* Mr. Wilber force's Speech, p«5i>52« 
f Obje£l:i(ms to the Abolition^ with snfwers, by Mr« 
Kamfay, p. 79- 
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^ will ftill be Slave-dealing, but it will 
** not be murder." To abolifh the trade 
at once would clearly be the fhorteft way, 
and fave us much time and trouble : but 
it is our duty to fave fomething more, — tb^ 
intertjts of our country^ — ^and to tfy every 
poflible method of maintaining them ; for 
it would be highly unworthy of the legifla* 
ture to facrifice an extenfive and (as it feems 
to me) a profitable branch of commerce, to 
the clamour of theoretic huqjanity^ or at 
idle impatience of delay. 

With refpeft to the treatment of flaves 
in the iflands j it would be to -no purpofe 
to enter into an examination of the feveral 
inftances of real or fuppofed ill ufage charg- 
ed upon the planters, either in the Com-- 
mittee's Report or elfewhere. The fadls are 
dated in fo general a manner that it Is im* 
poflible to meet them with evidence, and 
equally iixipoffible to diftinguilh between the 
cafes of wanton cruelty and juftifiable feverity. 
But in truth, the queftion is not whether the 
power of the matter over the flave has 
been abufed, but by what means and to 
what degree it may be beft and moft fafe^ 
Jy prevented. I therefore leave the difguft- 

E 2 ing 
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Ing detail of punifhments and fufferings to 
the friends of the Abolition Bill ; they arc 
well pradtifed in the ufe of thofe topics i 
and have long and artfully laboured, by well- 
worded and affedling defcriptions, to draw 
the public attention from the true points of 
conlideration, viz, the neceffity, probable 
effeds and pra£tical)ility of the bill ; or at 
leaft to reprefent them as only fecondary 
objects, when compared with the ftronger 
and more important claim of humanity, 

c 

The moft obvious and compleat method 
of relieving flaves is, by cihancipation. But 
it feems agreed, on all fides, that fuch a 
meafure would be detrimental to the ftate, 
ruinous to the planters, and dangerous and 
deftru£tive to the flaves themfelves» 

Th^ next method which naturally occurs 
is, to infure by laws a fuflScient mainten-* 
aiice for the flave, and protection againft 
unreafonable labour and punifhment. Let 
the reader look into the laws refpeCting ne^ 
^roes ;n Jamaica and Grenada * ; he will 
there fee how niuch has been done tpwiprds 

m 

f Priv. Cp. Rep. part 3, 

the 
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the attainment of thefe defirable ob- 
jeds*. And I appeal to thefe laws with 

the 

* In Jamaica, by f- 2 and'4, every owner of lands 
Ihall (under a penalty of 50/.) allow a fufficient quan- 
tity of land to every negro for his maintenance^ and 
allow him fufficient time to work the fame ; and fliall 
plant for provifions one acre to every ten negroes, 
over and above the negro*grounds aforefaid ; and where 
the owner has no lands proper for the above purpofes, 
{hall make ample proviHon foe all his flaves ; and (hall 
annually give them fufficient clothing to be approved 
of by the juftices and veftry of the parifh. And by 36, 
every owner or his reprefentative, Ihall give in to the 
juftices and veftry upon oathy under the penalty of f o/. 
an apcount of the quantity of land in ground provifions, 
and (where no land) of the provifion or means adopted 
for the maintenance of his flaves, and of the nature 
and quantity of clothing given to each negro. And 
by f. 3, fliall keep any of his flaves, incapable of fer- 
vice, with the wholefome neccflaries of life, under a 
penalty of 10/, 

By f. 12, any perfon, who fliajl wantonly or 
cruelly whip, beat, &c. or confine without fufficient 
fupport, any flave, fliall be fubjeft to be indi£ted an(f 
puniftied by fine and imprifonment. By f. 13, no 
Jave fliall receive more than ten laflies at one time, 
unlefs the owner, or his immediate reprefentative, hav- 
ing fuch flave in his care, be prefent : and no owner or 
reprefentative fliall pvinifli a flave with more than thirty 
pine laflies at one time, and for one offence, under the 
penalty of 5/, By f, 1 7, the flstyesj fliall (except in 

crop 
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the more confidence, becaufe the eom-ri 
mittee of council has expreisly declared^ 

«* That 

crop timc;) hzft one day iit every fortnight to coldrate 
their grounds, exclufive of Sundays and the three great 
feftivaU* By f. 18, no flave (hall work in tlie field 
before five in the morning, nor after feven in the even- 
ing, (except in'Vrop time,) and one half-hour fliall be 
allowed for breakfaft, and two hours for dinner5 tinder 
the penalty of 10 /• 

Grenada* The laws of this ifland are, in die articles 
of provifions, punifhments, and hours of work, almofl: 
verbatim the fame : but by f. 5, the clothing is fpecified 
to be, a hat, jacket, fhirt, trowfers, and two blankets- 
per annum. By f. 8, the redors fliall vifit die eftatea 
i^n dieir pariflics every three months, to inftru£t them 
in religion, and exhort them to attend divine worfliip j 
any reftor neglefting, to forfeit 20/. By f. 4*, every 
owner of a plantation, fhall provide a wholefome hof- 
pital for the fick, with proper s^tendants ; and alio pro« 
vide for every head of a family a comfortable houfet 
in a healthy fituation, and a bed to fleep upon* By f« 
9, any mailer having ^carnal knowledge of any of his 
female married flaves, Ihall forfeit for every ofi^nce 
165 /. An attorney, overfeer, tradefman^ or other free 
perfon fo offending on the eftate where he refideSt 
fliall forfeit half of his wages ; any ftranger or vifitor 
fo offending, (hall forfeit 50/. and Jaftly, every year^ 
three gentlemen of every parifli fliall be appomted 
guardians of the flaves, who are to be fworn to fee 
thefc laws duly and fully executed, and are for that 
purpofe vetted with powers of vifiting all eftates, &c, 

4nfpcfting 
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** That m thefe iflands, the wifli to fbfiea. 
** the rigours of their (the flaves) fituation, 
^ has manifefled itfelf moft decidedly, 
** Meafures have been devifed by the leglC* 
^ latures qf thefe iflandS| for placing them 
^ ia a ftate of fociety, where they will be 
** intitled to a proteSion that in former 
^* times would have been thought incom* 
" patible, with the dependence and fubor- 
** dination of flavery *•'* 

If thefe laws are thought to be fufficiently 
proteftive, let it be recommended to all the 
other iflauds to adopt them f. If humanity 

has 

infpeftlng the grounds^ and of examining the principal 
manager or overfeer of any eftate upon oath. 

* See the view of the principles of th^ flave laws by 
die committee of council. PriV. Co. Rep. part 3. 

f The legiilature of Antigua in its inftru£lions to 
its agents fays — ** If it is obje£led by any of his Ma-« 
•* jeft/s minifters, or by any member of either Houfe, 
** that no law hath been yet pafled in this iiland for 
" the better regulation and comfort of flaves, we defire 
^ that you will on our part aflert, that the omiflion has 
** not proceeded from wilful inattention, or negleft of 
** a fubjeft, which the people of Great Britain tiow 
** confider of fuch very great importance s but from 
^ our unwillingnefs to do'any thing in our prefent 
• ** critical fituatioa which may have the appearance of 

*' deceit. 
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has ftUI its fears, let others be propofecff 
add the claufe mentioned by Mr. Franck-- 
lyn, which is a part of the prefent flave law 
in Maryland*; or introduce the difpofFefling 
law of the Danifh iflands, which is men- 
tioned by Mr. Ramfay himfelf, as an ef^ 
feElual method of fecuring proper treatment 
to the flaves \. Or if it fhould be judged 

that 



" deceit, or induce the parliament to fuppofe that the 
*' charges of cruelty and opprcffion, with which the 
'^ Weft India colonies have been fo unjuftly loaded^ 
** had any real foundation in truth ; or that by im- 
** mediately pafling fpecious laws to regulate the con- 
** duft of the mafters, we wifh to avert an enquiry into 
** the real ftate and cpndition of the flaves !" From 
fuch fentiitients we may be aflured, that every humane 
recommendation from this country will be inftantly 
complied with. 

* If any mafter fliall cruelly mifufe or ill-treat any 
flave, or willingly permit any overfeer, &c. under 
whofe direftion fuch flave iliall be placed, to mifufe, 
&c. fuch mafter fl.all be obliged to fell fuch flave at 
public outcry ; the mcney to be paid to mortagees, or 
^ bond creditors, if any \ if none, to be difpofed of by 
the direftion of the legiflature. ^ Franckl^n's Obfer- 
fhtion on the Slave Trade, p. 82- 

f The governor diverts a cruel mafter of the ma- 
nagement of his*property, and fets humane people ovej* 
it : a cuftom truly worthy of imitation ; and the only 

e0e£tu»l 
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that the due execution of thefe kws is not 
fufficiently provided for, devife fome better 
method (if there can be any better) than 
that of fworn guardians * to carry them into 
efFed:. But if the friends of the Abolition 
Bill) fhould ftill perfift in maintaining that 
thefe means are all infufficient, and yet ad- 
mit that they can fuggeft no better, it is in 
fubftance faying that there fhall be no 
flavery, though they will not venture to 
advance fuch a pofition in exprefs terms. 

It will here be anfwered that a better 
method is offered in the Abolition Bill 
which will adt as a general compulfory law 
for general good treatment. We are aflured 
that this law alone will infpire the mafters 
with a conftant motive for behaving well 
*' in thofe many points in which it is im- 
" poffible for any particular law to come 
" between a matter and his flavef; will 
^' annihilate all the caufes of the diminution 

cffeftual method to fecure proper treatment to the 
(laves* Objeftions to the Abolition, with anfwers, by 
Ramfey, p. 66* 

* As' in the laws of Grenada, ante, 
e t Mr. Ramfay's Anfwers to Objeaions, p. 66. 
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" of flavcs*; and is the only pofllble JH-^ 
mulus^ whereby a regard to population, 
and confequently to the happinefs of the^ 
negroes can be efFeAually excited "f /' ^ 
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And what is this all-powerful Jlmulus^ 
whofe certain and uniform operation i^ 
thus to reform the minds and morals of 
mafters, managers. and flaves? to fruftify 
the foil, regulate the feafons, baiHe the rage 
of epidemic difeafej, and prevent the bale^ 
f ul efFeds of a tropical hurricane §, or a feven 
year's drought in Antigua |(? — no punifh- 

* Clarkfon's Eflay oa the Impolicy of the Slavo 
Trade, p. 94. 

f Mr. Wilberforce^s Speech, p. 53. 

:J: In i779j nearly a fifth part of all the flaves in Pi^'^ 
tigua were taken oflFby the dyfentry. Council of the 
Ifland. See Priv. Co* Rep* Antigua A. No* 15* 

§ The committee of the aflembly .in Jamaica, in their 
fecond report, eftimate the lofs of negroes by hurricancsn 
and their immediate confequences,.from 178010 1786, 
at 15,000. Com. Co. Rep. Jamaica appends p» 3* 

II " For more than feven years has this unhappy 
** colony been vifited with a drought, the feverity of 
V which cannot be more juftly defcribedj than by a 
** detail of the difeppointments and mifery it has pro- 
** duced." Petition from the council and aflembly of 
Antigua. See Com. Co. Rep. part 5. Antigua ap*^ 
pend. C. 
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Ificnt, no penalty, no profecution ; but 4 
mere pecuniary intereft : not certain and ob- 
vious, but contingent, and depending on a 
nice calculation of the probability of a life. 
It ih aflumed that a knowledge of the fup- 
preflion of fupplies from Africa, and the 
increafed value of every flave's life, will 
raife fo quick a fenfe of intereft in the minds 
of mafters and managers too *", that though 
their flaves may prefer play to work, 
though th?y may defert the field or the mill 
for a dance or a drinking-bout, yet is it 
ever to be borne in mind, that they muft 
be well kept, kindly treated, and feldom 
punifhed, left they deftroy themfelves or 
fly into the woods f , and thus reduce a 
{lock which can be no more recruited : 
And do we know fo little of the weaknefs 
of reafon, when aflailed by paflion, as to be- 
lieve, that the fear of a flave committing 
fuicide, or dying at the end of nine years 
inftead of ten, will ever reftrain the thought- 
lefs profufion of a vain fpendthrift, or the 
keen refentment of a jealous debauchee; the 
infatuation of a determined gamefter, or the 

* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 28- 
t Clarkfon's Effayonthe ImpoL p. 93» 

F 2 impatience 
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impatience of a mind fufFering under the 
perpetual irritation of embarraffed circum- 
ftances ? It is to be hoped fuch maftcrs arc 
not very numerous ; but it is againft fuch 
only that the protective laws are wanted ; 
under men of fubftance, morality, and 
prudence, the flaves may expedt, and (I 
have no doubt) do adually receive proper 
treatment, Befides, " It is the prelTure of 
" the moment that directs arbitrary power, 
** not diftant confequences* : It is immc- 
*' diate and prefent, not future and diftant 
" intereft, however real, that is apt to ac- 
" tuate us f •" — The defcription is juft ; but 
does it aptly fuit the intereft to be created 
by the Abolition BilH the friends to the 
bill will maintain the affirmative ; they will 
infift, "That the w:ant of fupply being an- 
" nual^ the intereft muft operate within the 
*' year, and is therefore fufficiently imme- 
^' diate and dired: :'' but there feems to me 
no probability that the want of fupply 
fhould xDperate fo foon ; for although it is 
better both for mafters and flaves that there 
fliould be an opportunity of purchafmg 

♦ Ramfey's Anfwer to Obje£l:ions, p. 66. 
f Mr. Wilberforcc'^ Speech, p, 24. 

every 
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eyerjr year, yet the interruption of the fup- 
ply for any fmgle year would (I prefume) 
be fc^arce felt. 

, Let us fuppofe the annual lofs upon a • 
hundred negroes to be three. The ninety 
fcven negroes-will do the work of the hun- 
dred without perceiving the difference : fo 
perhaps may the ninety four in the fecond 
year : and even the ninety one may get 
through. the work of the third year toler- 
ably well, efpecially if there happens to be 
only a middling crop. Hitherto then the 
produce has not failed for want of haqds. 
The planter may have fome occafional 
alarms at feeing the annual decreafe of his 
ftock, and no African fupplies ; but he flat- 
ters himfelf with the hope, that the furviv- 
ing negroes may be more healthy and long- 
lived, or that they may go on at leaft 
as well as they have done, or that he 
may pick up fome in the iflands ; above all, 
he confiders that his bulinefs has been done, 
and Ihall be done as long as poflible. Is it 
pot obvious that very many planters will 
A^t and reafon in this manner ? and if they 
iJo^ where is the immediate and prefent in^ 

terejt^ 
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tereft which "is at all times, and under aU 
circumftances, to enforce the abfolute necef- 
fity of moderate work and kind treatment? 

I will now (hew an intereft which is 
really immediate and prefent, and direftly 
oppofite to that intended to be created by 
the Abolition Bill. Suppofe an embarraffed 
planter to have loft in two years, from the 
paffing of the Abolition Bill, fix or feven 
Haves out of his ftock of one hundred ; his 
creditors are troublefome, a war has raifed 
the price of provifipris 25 or 30 per cent, 
his provifion-grounds have confiderably 
failed, but his canes have efcaped and the 
crop is abundaiit. — This cafe, with all it's 
circumftances, will be allowed to be far 
from improbable. — Here then, either the 
flaves muft be over-worked and fparingly 
fed, or provifions muft be bought at an 
. enormous price, and part of the crop loft 
for want of hands. Now is it to be be* 
lieved that a man fo circumftanced will 
from any apprehenfion of future lofs accept 
the fecond alternative ? or that the idea oP 
not: being ;able to replace his flave from 
y\fraica, will be fo , immediate and prefent 

to 
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10 his mind, as the preffttre of the momenty 
and the defirc of quieting his creditors and 
fecuring his crop ? Even m this countiy, 
would a farmer fuffer a fingle acre of wheat 
to rot on the ground, whilft he could pro- 
cure one hand or foot to move for him ? 
yet here is no material inequality of crops ; 
but in the iflands the difference in value is 
often treble or quadruple between the crops 
of different years * : The planter therefore 
will naturally exert his flaves to the utmoft 
to houfe what is actually upon the land, 
and truft to the reft of the year for recruit- 
ing them by good keeping and reft : 
Meanwhile the mifchief is done ; the ex- 
eeffive exertion, reduces ftill more the effect 
live ftocic ; no fupply is to be got from 
Africa; the furviving ftock, and confe- 
quently the births (which are expefted ta 
cure all thefe evils) muft naturally decreafe; 
and with great rapidity too, in cafe there 
Ihould be two or three abundant crops 

• I underftand the crops in mod of the iflands mayj 
in the courfe of ten years, be eftimalcd at 

2 Abundant 

6 Middling, or fcafonable 

3 Nearly or wholly failing. 

fliortly 
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fliortly after the a<a, and before Its eSk&B 
appear (if they ever fliould appear) in a 
new generation. 

I hope my reader will not think that I 
have dwelt too long on this part of the ar- 
gument. The pretence of creati^ng an in- 
creafed intereft in the flaves welfare, and 
an abfoluteand immediate neceffity of better 
treatment, is the main hinge and vital prin- 
ciple of the Abolition Bill, as far as it con- 
cerns' the flaves now in theiflands. If there- 
fore I have proved this pretence to be ill- 
founded, it follows that the bill is fo far 
iifelefs and unequal to one of its principal 
obje<^s. Indeed, whether it fucceeds or not, 
it feems to me at prefent a moft violent 
and defperate remedy, applied to a difeafe 
apparently wearing itfelf out : it would be 
the adopting of a meafure, which profefles 
to compel the planters to ufe their flaves 
well at the very time when they are dif- 
pofed to ufe them well without compulfion*, 
^nd when the treatment of the flaves is 
acknowledged to be improving every day f . 

* See Privy Councils Report, part iii. titled. View 
•f the Principles of the Slave Laws. 
" f Mr. Wilbcrforce's Speech, p. 28 and 29^ 

But 
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But whatever may be the treatment of 
the flaves, either in the paflageortheiflands, 
we have been told *, that " there is one 
** fpecies of evidence abfolutely infallible ; 
** death, at leaft, is a fure ground of evi- 
** dence : and it will be found, upon an 
average of all the fliips of which evi- 
dence has been given at the Privy Coun- 
cil, that, exclujive of tbofe who perijb 
** before they fatl^ not lefs than 12 { 
^* per. cent, perifli in the paiTage ; the 
** Jamaica Reports tells us, that no lefs 
than 4.1 per. cent, die on fhore be- 
fore the day of fale ; and one third 
more dies in the feafoning ; but of this 
** laft mortality the difeafes contracted on 
** fhip-board, and the mifchicvous tricks 
** ufed to make them up for fale, are (as the 
" Jamaica Report ftates) the principal 
** caufeSi". 

I have compared this eftimate with, the 
evidence in the Report of the Privy Coun- 
cil, and do not think it is by any means 
eftablifhed. 

• Mr. Wilberforcc^s Speech, p. 16. 

G For, 
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For, I. There does not feem to be 
a fingle expreflion in the evidence which 
fhould . lead one to fuppofe that the ac^ 
counts fumifhed by the witnefTes are 
confined to the flaves loft in the pqffage 
only ; on the contrary, it feems clear to mc 
that the witneffes fpcak of the whole number 
loft J out of the whole nnmhcx Jbipped, 

2. The lofs df flaves in the pafTage, on an 
average of all the fhips given in evidence, in- 
ftead of being not l^ than 1 2 i per. cent, 
does not amount to quite i o per, cent *• 

3- !<; 

* The five following witneffes have cxaftly fpecificd 

their numbers and lofs. 

Slaves Jbip^d. l6/f* 

Mr- Arnold, ------^.p ao6 19 

Hall, --------- ^60 ijo 

James, ------^^- 4^0 230 

Norris, •---«*--- 2175 78 

Penny, - - - - ^ - - •- 2576 nQ 

The medium of tfie numbers dated by 

the following witneffes, Hands as 

under. 
Mr. Eldrid made three voyages, and 

carried from 14b to 150 (fay L25) 

flaves each voyage ; and loft about 70 

in the firft, and between 20 and 30 

(fay 25) in each of the other voyages. 435 120 

■ ■ «■ ■ . 

6402 66^, 
Mr» 
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5. It is certain that the Committee of 
Aflembly in Jamaica^ has ftated a lofs of 

4i per 

' Slaves Jhip'd. lofi^ 

6402 667 
Mr. Newton made three voyagesi and 

took about 220 flaves, on an average ; 
ioftone third (fajr74) in the firft, very 
few (fay 10) in the (econd^ and none 
in the third* - - ----- 660 84 

Mr. Fakoid>ridge made three voyages ; 
in theiiriltook 105 flaves and loft40 ; 
in the fecond, about 380 and loft up- 
wards of an hundred (fay 1 10) \ in the 
third 420 and loft 39. - - - - ^^o 189 

Mr. Dalzell in one voyage took 440 
ilaveS} and loft near a third (fay 147)$ 
in a fecond 360 and loft about a 
fourth (fay 90), in athird, 106 j and 
in a fourth voyage about 160 or 170 
(fay 165 )> and loft about 5 percent, on 
both cargoes, -i ^ *-.-•-. 1071 250 

Mr. Heatly having been in the trade 
from 1763 to 1788, may have made 
15 voyages. His Ihips were from 90 
to 250 (fay 150) tons, generally took 
two flaves to a ton, (fay 3 flaves to 2 
tons) fay 225 flaves each j he traded 
from Gambia, and thinks 5 per. cent, 
a large mortality from that part of the 
coaft^ he never loft more than 1 1, and 
• ■■' ■ 

9083 1 190 
G 2 then 



* 




C 44 ? 

4f pen cent, between the time of arrival 
and fale of the Haves -• But it is alfo 

4 

certain, that the Committee betrays a moft 
anxious defire to fwell the lofs on board 
of the fhips, for the purpofe of leffening 
the mortality imputed to bad treatment in- 
the iflands*. The only document pro- 
duced in fupport of this ftatement, is an 
extradt from the books of Mr. Lindo, a 

9083 I 190 
then he had 280 flavcs on board ; fay 
dien 15 voyages, at 225 each voyage, i 

and 5 per. cent. lofs. . - .- - - - 3375 169 

Mr. Anderfon made feyen or eight (fay 
7) voyages, took from 3 00 to 350 (fay 
325) flaves '9 can fafely fay he never 
loft more than 15 in each voyage. . - 2275 105 

Mr. Bowen made one voyage, took 
between 230 and 250 (fay 240), and 
loft^|ione. -------- 1140 oo« 

Mr. Gandy made two voyages, took 
270, and fays he loft a good many, / 
but on this evidence I would not un- 
dertake to form any eftimate. 



14973 1464 
10 per. cent, on 14973 is 1493, that is 29 more 

than the number ftatcd to have been loft. 

* See this report in the Privy Councils Rep. part iii^ 

tit, Jamaica Appendix. 

flavc- 



Ba.^ai_^k>~ - 



[45 ] 

» 

flave-fa£tor ; by which it appears, that oiit 
of feven thoufand eight hundred andfeventy- 
three flave^ configned to him in the courfe 
of threip years, there died, between entry 
and fale, three hundred and fixty-three, or 
about 42 per. cent, of which number, one 
hundred and forty-feven, out of five hun- 
dred and twenty, died on board of one 
fhip J a mortality which I fufpeft to be fo 
very extraordinary, that it ought not to 
ferve as any part of the data for an average 
eftimate. — Upon this fmgle document the 
Committee of aflembly has eftimated thq 
average lofs to be 4 1 per. cent, between the 
entry and fale of all the flaves imported 
fince the conqueft of the ifland, amounting 
to ho lefs a number than fix" hundred and 
feventy-fix thoufand two hundred and 
feventy-fix. The Committee has indeed 
added, " That they conceive, on many ac-^ 
*' counts^ this allowance to be moderate." 
But as no other reafon or evidence is 
offered, as feven thoufand eight hundred 
and feventy-three feem to be too fmall a 
number to fupport an average eftimate on 
fix hundred and feventy-fix thoufand two 
hundred iind feventy-fix, and as the Com- 
mittee 
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ft 

mlttee apparently confidered themfelvcs to 
be interefted in the queftion, their opinion 
upon this point can have but little weight. 

4. The calculation, that one third of 
the flaves fold dies in the feafoning, i. e. 
within two years, is corroborated by the 
difference of the price between a newly 
imported and a native negro ; but it feems 
to be agreed on all hands, that the difeafes 
contracted on fhip-board, and the malprac-* 
tices ufed in preparing the flave^ for Yale, are 
the principal caufcs.of this mortality, which 
it may be expe<3:ed will be greatly dimi- 
nifhed by the operation df the Regulation 
Adt ; as the limiting the number of flaves to 
be taken on board, muft give room to in- 
troduce many precautions for their health 
and comfort. 



i 



This argument againft the Slave Trade* 
drawn from a lofs of human life beyond 
the ordinary courfe of nature, led me to 
confider, if the abolition* of the trade would 

probably 



* I mean, a general abolition both in Europe and 
America ; for I prefume it will be allowed me — that if 
our abolition fliould only transfer the trade from Great 

BritaiH 



>* .« 



[ 47 3 

probably put an ead to, or greatly leffea 
this lofs : and from all the accounts of 
Africa and its inhabitants, I think there 
appears but too much reafon to apprehend 
that the abolition may occafion more mor- 
tality and inhumanity than it will probably 
prevent. 

There can be no doubt but flavery is a 
very common condition in life throughout 
Africa ; and if any credit is due to hiftory/, 
the following fads are proved beyond dif- 
pute» 

I. Famines are frequent in this coun- 
try * ; and indeed, without proofs they 
might eafily be prefumed to happen in re- 
gions 

Britain to other nations, the Africans would not be at 
all benefited, nor the caufe of humanity in the fmalleft 
degree advanced. 

* Leo Africanus, fpeaking of part of Negroland, 
fays, " horum animi vilitati Inedia quaedam fefe adjun- 
« git. Ed. Elz. p. 652.'^ Barbot fays,—" The people 
" are often fwept away by famines. In 168 1 many 
*' thoufands were deftroyed by a famine, and many 
^* fold themfclves for food vyet I was told this was not 
** to be compared to the famme in 1641 and 1642." 
Churchill's CoUedlion, v. 5, p. 33. 

Labat 
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gions fituated within the torrid zone, igno- 
rantly and indolently cultivated, fubjeft to 
the extremes of drought, rain, and inun- 
dations, and fwarming with clouds of dc- 
ftru£tive ihfefts. 

a. Befides frequent wars between neigh- 
bouring ftates, hords of favages have 
from time to time over-run whole countries 

Labat fays, — " That Mr. Brue bought many 
** Bombaras flaves in very bad condition ; there had 
** been a famine, and the merchants had loft many for 
** want of food." Hift. de I'Afrique, Occid, v. 3, 
p. 359. (M. Brue was in Africa between i6p2 and 
1 7 14). In Whydah, one barren year occafions an in- 
credible famine, fo that freemen have fometimes dif- 
charged their flaves, and even fold themfelves for vic-t 
tuals. Barbot, Churchill's CoUeftion, v. 5. p. 329. 

In the 1 5th century there was fo dreadful a famine 
on the Gold Coaft, and the market for flaves was - fo 
over-ftocked, that the Portugi^efe merchants had not 
Ibips to tranfport them. Many of the great men and 
princes fold themfelves for flaves to the Portuguefe, 
Mod. Univ. Hift. v. 16, p. 157. 

In 1675 the natives of the Senegal and (iambia ex- 
perienced a moft calamitous famine, Men fold them- 
felves, their wives and children for food 5 and they not 
only fold, but devoured one another. Mod, Univ, 
Hift. V. 17, p. 323. 
. In 1706, Broek faw* many flaves bought for about 
an hatful! of wheat ea(:h \ and the famine was fo great 
that parents fold their children for flaves. , 
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In irrefiftible niimbers ; when tlioufands of 
jprifonershave been killed to propitiate their 
gods, to do honour to their generals, or to 
feafl: the foldiers *♦ . / 

3. Th* 

♦ A commanddr of GiagKis, haying> with the aflif- 
tance of the Portuguefe, obtained a viftory over the 
Sogneie^ propofed that the prifoners (hould. be killed 
and eaten. Churchiirs CoUeftidn^ vol. i. p. 683. 

The Giaghis and inhabitants bf Anfiko^ are alwayg 
engaged in wars with the other blacks, and are knowii 
to be cannibals. Churchill's Collediioni vol; v^ p. 479. 

Without the city of San Salvador in Congo, is the 
Pombo, of Great Market, built by the Giaghis, where 
human flefh ufed to be fold j but the Portuguefe chofe 
to have the flaves alive. Churchill's Colle£fcioii, vol. i^ 
J>. 729. 

Ill their private quarrels, when the negroes fight^ 
the prifoners become flaves to the conquerors. Churchr 
ill's Coii^^tion, vo]. i. p. 710. But in their national 
.wars, all the prifoners are beheaded. ib<yol.v. p-493i 

When the natives of the Biflaos iflands are at war, if 
toy of their own party are killed they feldom fell any 
prifoners, but kill them all in revenge } otherwife they 
fell part, always referving fome as a facrifice to their 
jgods. Labat^ Afr. Occid. vol. v. p. 133^ 139. 168^ 

Dr. Spaarman, fpeaking of the Caffres, who have no 
flave trade, and (as I underftand) no intercourfe with 
the Europeans, fays, — ^" It is faid, they are frequently 
** at war with one another, and always kill the prifon- 
** crs."vyol. ii. p. 153. 

H Lamb's 
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3- The wives and flaves of the deceafed 
are facrificed at the funerals of their huf- 
bands *. 

4. Thefe facrifices of prifoners and flaves 
have decreafed fmce the natives have found 
the advantage of felling them to the Euro- 
peans f. 

But 

Lambe's letter in Smith's book and Snalgrave, con- 
tain full accounts of the cruelties committed by the 
king of Dahome/s generals, in the conqtieft of 
Whydah. 

* The notoriety of this practice, makes it unne- 
ceffary to cite any authorities in proof of it. 

t All the Africans fpeak of the Giaghis, and people 
of Anfiko, as cannibals, who are continually ^t war, 
and always eat both the flain and the prifoners, unlefc 
they can feD them to advantage. Churchill's Collec- 
tion, vol. V. p. 479. 

The inhabitants of the Biffaos iflc^ kfll all their pri- 
foners of war, if any of their own party have been 
killed ; otherwife they fell them ; but always rcfcrving 
fome as a facrifice to their gods. Labat.. Aft. Occid. 
vol. V. 133. 139. i<J8. 

The inhabitants of Cape Mefurado are faid to have 
formerly facrificed their prifoners to the fun ; but fincc 
they have found out a way to get rid of them to advan- 
tage, by felling them to the -Europeans, thefe facrifices 
have ceafed. . Des Marchais, vol. i. p. iqi. 

The cuftom of ftrangling flaves at their matter's 
funeral begins to lofe ground in Sierra Leone, as well 

as 
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But fuppofmg the Slave Trade'whoUy at 
an end, what is to become of the one hun- 
dred thoufand flaves now annually taken 
out of the hands of their African mafters ? 

as in other places. ChurchiH's Colleftions, vol. v. 

p. 121. 

At Aquaffon (W. of C. Corfo,) is a market where 
the blacks buy flaves to be killed at the funerals of their 
kings, ib. p. 172. 

The inland inhabitants of the eaft^fide of the River 
Calabar are reported to eat the flain, and bring their 
prifoncrs down to New Calabar for fale ; but if a pri- 
ibner is fick, they do not try to cure him, but kill him 
for a public feail. ib, 381. 

In the Biffaos ifles, the king's favourite wives and 
flaves are facrificed at his funeral ; but lately this cuf- 
tom is almoft aboliHied* Labat. Afr. Occid. vol. v. 
p. 128. 137. 

The king of Dahomey told Mr. Norris, that he 
{hould order fome prifoners, whom Mr. Norris re- 
fufed to buy, to be killed. Priv. Co. Rep. part i.^ tit- 
Government, &c. 

Mr. Matthews, who has refided two years in Sierra 
Leone, and fpeaks the language, was told that they 
formerly killed their prifoners •, but this praftice has 
now ceafed. ib. tit. Slaves. 

Snelgrave faw the bodies of many hundred prifoners 
who had been facrificed to attend the king's wives in 
the other world. The king himfelf chofe others to be 
offered up to their gods ; and he gave as a rcafon for 
choofing old men, that the Europeans would not buy 
ih^m on account of their age, p. 494, 

Hz is 
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Is it poffible not to infer the future from the 
paft ? or is this inference rendered improba- 
ble by any apparent change in the climate 
pf Africa, or the charafter of it's people? 
The temptation of exchanging prifoners of 
war, adulterers, forcerers,'&c. being takexi 
away, the former bloody confequences, of 
conqueft, revenge, fuperftition and famine, 
will of courfe revive ; murder and facrifices 
will be recurred to as political and neceflary 
expedients ; the only ready means of getting 
rid of thofe .whom they darp npt fet free, an4 
cannot maintain *. . 

* Mr. Baggs has given in evidence (Priv, Co. Rep, 
J)art i. tit. Slaves) that *^ It has happened when the 
*^ marauding parties have come down and found no 
'^ Ihips at the water fide, they have killed their captives 
rathei; then fend them back or be at the expence of 
maintaining them." — ^I myfelf doubt the truth of this 
information, which was given to Mr. Baggs by fome of 
the black traders 5 but admitting it to be true, as 
prifoners fairly taken would be equally cxpenfive to 
maintain, they would probably meet the fame fate ; 
and whatever may have been faid of kidnapping and 
falfe accufations, a man muft be ftrangely prejudiced, 
or incredulous, who does not believe that fo extenfive 
a country as Africa muft annually produce thoufands 
of prifoners of war, and convifts juftly enflaved ac-t 
cording to the laws there eftabliflied. 

I know 
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I know it has been faid, that thefe ac-- 
counts of famines, facrifices and cannibalifm, 
are mere mifreprefentations or fi<^ions; 
I have therefore given my authorities, and 
every reader may judge for himfelf. 

I fhall now conclude my firft divifion of 
the fubjedt, with obferving, that humanity 
and juftice are great and amiable virtues ; 
and the moralift and divine can find .no 
difficulty ' in enforcing the practice of them 
/as important duties ; but when they are 
appealed to as the fitft and only principles 
for enafting or repealing any particular law ; 
it greatly behoves us to underftand them 
rightly, and apply them wifely, and efpe- 
cially to guard againft animated appeals to 
the paflions, and the immediate impulfe of 
fenfibility : for even the good paffions/ 
when called into aftion, or irritated by op- 
pofition, partake of the frailty of our na- 
ture ; and humanity and piety (as well as 
cruelty and avarice), may at times be tempted 
to mifreprefent or pervert the truth. 



In confidering the Slave Trade in a po-» 

Jitical and mercantile point of view, I will 

endeavour 
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endeavour to fepara1;e, as much as poffiblc^ 
the objections made to the continuance of 
the trade from thofe which may be fug^ 
gefted againft the abolition of it. 

This trade is faid to be uilprofitable. Firft 
to our merchants, who are charged with 

perfevering in it merely from a fpirit of ^ 

gambling ; for that it is upon the whole 
a lo/ing trade, and is indeed nothing 
" more or lefs than a commercial lottery *.'* 
But a lottery, though difadvantageous to 
the bulk of adventurers, is certainly advan- 
tageous to the ftate, otherwife lotteries ^ 
would not have been adopted at different 
times by all adminiftrat^ons : fo this trade 
mull furely be in fome fhape beneficial to 
the country, or it would never have been 
fo frequently encouraged by the legiflature, 
and fo warmly defended by the planters, 
who are more immediately concerned. 
And if it be beneficial upon the whole, it 
may be as impolitic to prohibit this trade 
as to prohibit all lotteries. 

• 

* Clarkfon's Impolicy of the Slave Trade, p. 25^ 
26. 

But 






But tlie planters are faid to miftake their 
t)wn interefts, for that it is a lofmg trade 
to ibem too; and " every planter who 
" keeps up his ftock of flaves by purchaf- 
*' ing inftead of breeding, mull be ruined." 

To prove this, Mr. Ramfay delivered to 
the Privy Council *, a calculation of the lofs 
and profit on ten purchafed flaves : where- 
in, having computed the prime coft, lofs in 
feafoning, maintainance, &c. and taken Mr. 
Long's eftimate, of two hogflieads of fugar 
to every three flaves, as the produce of 
their labour, he aflerts a lofs of lool. per 
ann. on every ten purchafed flaves. — ^I own 
myfelf to be not fuflSciently informed upoa 
the fubjeft to fift the data of this calcula- 
tion ; but it feems to be imperfect in many 
r refpe£ts ; and there is one part of it in par- 
ticular which prevents me aflfenting to the 
conclufion. Mr. Long, in his eftimate of 
two hogflieads to every three flaves, clearly 
proportions the quantity of fugar to all the 
flaves on a plantation, old and young, fer- 
viceable and unferviceable. But when a 
planter has bought ten flaves, and loft (fay) 

* See Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. tit. Further evidence, 

four 
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£our In the feafomng, the remaining {iii 
mufl be fuppo&d to be dl able field negroes^ 
who will confequently raife much more 
.than four hogflxeadB ; fiuce in a flock of" 
one hundred negroes there are feldom fifty 
who are equal to the laborious parts of the 
cultivation of the cane, 

But| independent of particular calcula* 
tions, we all Jsjiow that many Weft Indian 
dMes have fupported the owners from fa- 
ther to ion in eaie and affluence, though their 
flocks of flavep have been conftantly re- 
cruited by purchafes. How .can we recon- 
cile Xhis with the notion of fuch purchafes 
jbjdng a cert;ain and regular l^fs ? Befidest 
ib^ Slaye Trade has been carded on upo^ 
9 very extenfive /bale jfor maay^ perhaps 
^y Of 'fixty years ;; and it appears hardly 
credible that a great number of merchantg 
Aioyld p^evere through a long couiie -^ 
years in felling, and a far greater number 
iof planters in huying the fame commodity, 
jmd yet all parties be lofers by the trade* 
The French, tb^ Spaniards and the Dutch 
fi^c .equally eager to fliare the trade ; do 
they lofe by it too ? Mr. Ramfay tells us *, 

♦ Obje^ion§ to the abolition, with anfwers, p. 54 

'—"that 
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•— " that the French iflands, being more 
** fertile, can bear a more expenfive cukiva- 
** tion, and their flaves, being better kept *, 
** are lefs unproduftive (for they too are 
** unprodudive) than ours." But then 
keeping them dearer, and buying them 
dearer (as I am informed the French ^o) 
ihoiild feem to bring the French in fome 
degree upon a level with ouj: own planters. 
•^— The Spaniards are iaid " to have large 
." tracts of uncultivated lands ; thatthofein 
cultivation are not nearly flocked, and 
therefore they are glad to buy flaves." 
But fuppofing our planters cultivated eftates 
to be fiiUy ftocked, yet in Jamaica alone 
thjcre are 2,350,600 acres of cultivable land 
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"* M.d'AuberteuiIexprefsIy fays, that — "theEnglifli 
^ exadi lefs labour from their negroes, and are at 
'* greater expence in maintaining them." Con/ldera* 
thfis ftnr Petat de la colonie Frangoife de St. Dominiqtfe, 
wC I* /• 45* (N.B. This work was publiflied by au- 
thority, and its veracity has never been impeached) } if 
this be really fo, it ftrengthens my argument upon Mr. 
Ramfay^d principles. For he argues thus: " the French 
•* iofe lefs by their purchafed ilaves, becaufe they keep 
•* them better 5"— confequently, if they do on the con- 
trary keep them worfe, they muft Iofe more by them 
than we do, and fliould therefore be lefs willing to pur-, 
chafe. 

I uncul- 
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uncultivated * ; fo that hitherto the ftatfi 
of the Spanifh iflands, in point of culti- 
vation, can make no difference; and I 
am left to conclude, that both French and 
Spaniards are as fond of lofing by this trade 
as ourfelves. As to the Dutch, they feem 
to entertain a Very different opinion upori 
the fubjed:, and were probably, on this ac- 
count, not mentioned by Mr. Ramfay* 
The States of Holland and Weft Friefland 
have declared, — ^" that the trade to the 
Weft Indies is of the utmpft confequence 
to the republic, and one of. the chief 
means of the fupport of its inhabitants! 
&c. and that the profperity of the Colo-^ 
^' nifts, withmit doubt^ depends ou the 
^' plentiful fupply of flaves, and that con- 
♦* fequently every means fhould be adopted 
*' to render this fupply equal to the vv^fint;s 
" of the colonies." — ^Now that fuch a num.- 
ber of merchants and planters of different 
nations fliould perfift, year after year, in a 
lofmg trade, is fo extraordinary a pheno- 
menon in commerce, that one cannot but 
fufpe£l fome fallacy or error in whatev^ 
farguments are offered to eftabliiOi it. 
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But although the Slave Trade iDhould ncjt 
be a lofing one, yet it is faid to be dearly 
unnecejfary^ for the following reafons :— 

1, Suga.r might be cultivated by Euro- 
peans. 

2, Much labour might be faved by in- 
troducing our implements of hufbandry. 

• 3, The planters did not fufFer by an in- 
terruption of the trade for fix years. 

4, The number of domeftic flave^ might 
be reduced. 

5, The ftock of negroes might be kept 
lip by breeding. 

6, That in Jamaica an adlual increafq by 
population is begun* 

That fugar may be raifed by Europeans 
IS * faid to be fully proved by Robertfon's 
Tracts and the Hiftories of the Iflands. I 
•have never met with Robertfon's Tra£ts^ 
nor with any perfon who has feen them ; 
but I have looked into Du Tertre and 
Ligon, and have alfo confidered the obfer- 

ft 

a 

*. See Mr. p.amfa/8 evidence, Priv. Co* Rep. par't 
VLU jit* Further Evidence, &c, 

I 2 Tation« 
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vations of Mcflrs. Fuller and -f SpoOher 
upon thofe authors, and am myfelf convin- 
ced that fugar' never was raifed by Euro^ 
peans. Many of our Admirals, all the 
Agents, Legiflators, and Governors of the 
Iflands, have declared their opinion that it 
is impoffible J. Biit I prefume it to be 
perfectly immaterial whether it is or is not 
practicable : becaufe, if I but fufpedled that 
any fuch plan was ferioufly thought of, or 
could ever be permitted, that an annual 
emigration of eight or ten thoufand Britiih 
labourers (or even half that number) could | 

poflibly be one of the confequences of the 
Abolition Bill, this tingle contideration 
would determine me at once to give it the 
Utmoft oppofition; and I doubt not but 
mod Members of Parliament would fliew 
themfelves to be of the fame opinion. 

a, I once gave great credit to the aflfer- 
tion, that the ; cultivation of the iflands 
might be confiderably aided by our implex 

f Priv. Co. Rep. part v. tit. Grenada and St. ChriC- 
topher. C. No. 7, 8. and part iii. Jamaica Appendix. 

% See Priv. Co. Rep. Appendixes to the feveral 
iflan^s, letter A. No/37. 39.. and part iii. tit. Further 
«vidence> &c. 
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inents of hufbandry ; but the Privy Coun- 
cil Report contains fuch a body of evidence 
againft it, that I doubt,if the plough, or any 
other farming implements, can be intro- 
duced to much extent or advantage, ex« 
cept in Jam^ca only. ^ 

Every part of the cultivation of the 
iilands is condemned by Mn Botham% 
who has given a very clear account of the 
inethod of railing fugar in Java, by free 
labourers, who work tafk-work. But the 
emancipation of our negroes is not con« 
tended for ; and the nature and f\uface of 
the foil in our iflands render it highly im« 
probable that the pra£tice recommended by 
Mr. Botham fhould fucceed. He defcribes 
indeed an inilruijient for earthing up the 
canes, which promifes to be ferviceable, and 
at leaft merits an experiment. 

' •« 
Mr. Afhley f ufed the plough, for one 

year, in breaking up fome frefh grpundi^ 

• See hi$ evidence, Priv. Co. Rcjp. pirt iiL tit; Cdk 

Ovation of Sugary No. 3. 

' t See his evidence,^ Frir. CO' Hep. part iii. tit. Jar 

»aica^ Nol 9^ 
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and more than doubled the ufual crop df 
his eftate. But this was the experience of 
a fingle year, and that a remarkable yield- 
ing year *, upon frefh ground, and in Ja- 
tnaica; wheye, from the great quantity 
and variety of foil, much may be found 
fit for the plough, and where the ufe of 
. the plough is daily increafing, arid will pro- 
fcably be carried to the utmoft extent, whe* 
ther the Abolition Bill fucceed or not. In 
Barbadoes, Grenada, St. Chriftopher, Do- 
minica, St. Vincent, and Antigua, the 
plough has been tried and abandoned "f" ; 
and what weighs particularly with me is, 
that Col. Martin J, who ftrongly recom- 
mended the ufe of the plough in Antigua, 
did himfelf give it up after the experience 
of fome years It- It appears alfo from the 
evidence §, that fpades, wheel-barrows, 

♦ 1785, faid to have been fo by Mr, Afhley, ibid. 
f See the Appendixes^to thefe iflands, letter A. Nd. 

42.47- 

* X Author of a very ufeful treatife on the manage- 
ment of fugar plantations, written with much good 

■fenfe and humanitv. 

II See Dr. Adair's evidence, Priv. Co. Rep. Ant?- 
^^tu Appendix, letter A. No. 42. 

J See the Appendixes, letter A. No. 4a. 
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three-wheeled carts, &c. have been trie^ ^ 
and laid afide at the defire of the negroes, 
who prefer * the hoe, th^ bill, and the 
bafket, to any other implements. 

• 
Even were the evidence to this point lefs 
Convincing than it is, ftill as very many 
of the Weft Indian Land-Owners are edu- 
cated and pafs much of their time in this 
country, it could not be believed but feve-^ 
r^-l of them muft have obferved upon our 
methods and improvements in hufbandry, 
and have tried to turn them to account 
upon their own eftates. If fame men ad*- 
here too obftinately to old cuftoms, there 
are others equally fond of experiment ' and 
innovation ; and I believe few of the fcierice* 
. have produced more projectors than agricxil- 
ture. When therefore we afFe<9: to didtate 
new modes of cultivation to the planters, 
and blame them for not fparing their flaveg 

* I once heard a planter attribute this preference 
to the natural make of the negroes, who are genergjly 
ftrong in the arms, cheft, and fhoulders, but narrow 
in the loins. In ufing the fpade and wheel-barrow, 
the labour falls chiefly upon the loins ; but whether 
more than their hoe, Yiil and b^Jket^ J do not pretend 
fo judge. 
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hj ufing our tools, I fufped that we 
undertake to teach what we do not undetf 
itand, and condemn them for negleAing 
means which they have already jHroved to 
be inefiedual. 

3, The interruption of the fupply of 
flaves during the war is mentioned by Mr* 
Ramfay *, and ftrongly relied on by Mr. 
Clarkfonf. The fads ftated are, — that 
the number of llave-fhips employed in 1772 

was 175* 

In 1777 no more than 58 

1778 41 I 

1779 28 
At which laft period the tr^de * may be 

.eonfidered ' as nearly aboliihed. *That in 
1772 the fugar imported was 1,766^4.2^ 
cwts; and 1,444,943 in 1779. The dif- 
ference (324,479 cwts.) Mr. Ciarkfon 
imputes to captures by the enemy, and 
therefore concludes, that as mlich fugar was 
made (though not imported) after the fup. 
ply of flaves was cut off, as before. — I can- 
not affent to this conclufion, becaufe 

♦ Objeftions to the Abolition, with Anfwers, p. 41, 
\ Impolicy of the Slave Tradc> p. laj. 

3HA79 
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524^79 cwts. Is nearly a fourth part of tkd 
fugars annually imported during the eight 
years, viz. from 1772 to 1779J which 
feems to be allowing too much for the cap- 
tures. But admitting this to be fo, it does 
not appear that the fupply of flaves was 
materially interrupted prior to the year 
1779. For the annual demand for flaves 
in our iflands may be taken at 15,000, and 
Mr. Clarkfon eftimates * the average num- 
ber of flaves in a Britifli fliip at 360, which 
is certainly too high. But taking them at 
300, the 5^ fhips in 1777 carried 17,400 
iDlaves; the 41 fliips in 1778 might have 
12,300; and even the 8000 flaves, which 
were probably brought by the 28 fliips in 
1779, afforded the planters half of the 
ufual fupply. There isan be no doubt but 
that, during the war, the flave fliips had 
every pofiible encouragement to go to our 
own iflands in preference to any other ; ana 
if they did fo, where was the interruption 
for fiXj or five, or even four years ? I can 
believe a partial interruption for one or two 
would not be felt. Nothing can prove this 
fuppoled interruption, but an account of the 
flaves imported in every year from 1 772 to 
i 779. No fuch account has been given in 

* Impoliey of the Slare Trade^ p» 7S. 
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n 



■v 




^:m 



[ 66 ] 

evidence, and if it cannot be procured, tliis 
fad can never be eftablifhed. 

4. The docks of working flaves might 
prObably.be immediately increafed by turn- 
ing fome houfehpld fervants into the fields ; 
but when I am told * that ordinary families 
keep from twenty to forty of this fort, I 
doubt a little if the defcription be juft, and 
wifh to enquire further into the oeeonomy" 
of a plantation. The merely living or being 
employed in the houfe, inftead of the fields 
does not make them houfe-fervants, in the 
fenffe required for this argument ; and if ' 
their bufmefs in or about the houfe eonfifts^ 
m matters relative to the plantation (fuch 
as the ftores, books, flaves or cattle), they 
are not properly houfehold, but plantation 
fervants, A few vain, or extravagant men, 
may entertain fome ufelefs domeftics, but 
the moderate will not dcfire, and the in- 
ferior planters cannot afford^ to imitate^ 
them : befides,. might not the change from 
houfe-fervice to field-labour operate irt 
many inftances as a fecond feafoning ? and 
fo far both mafters and flaves would be 
fiifFerera by this plan. At befl,. this expei^ 

■ T 

• * Mr* WaberfoisceV Speech, p»3^» 
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^lent IS oaly partial, and fuggefted asa tenw 
porary fubftxtutein room of the annual fup* 
pliea, until a new generation (hall be reared; 
wnlefs tlierefore it can be fliewn that the 
ftock of flaves can be fupported by breed- 
ing, this fourth reafon againft the neceffity 
of the Slave Trade falls to the ground. 

. 5* It has been repeatedly aiTerted, that 
the Abolition Bill will compel the mafters 
to treat the flaves well, and that the flaves 
by being well treated will increafe, or at 
leaft fupport their number by breeding. 
The firft pofition has been already dit- 
cufled *. In order to judge rightly of the 
fecond, we muft confider the caufes which 
are fuppofed or admitted to have hitherto 
impeded the natural increafe. 

• One of the allowed caufes hsr^tbat there 
4SLre fe'utfer nj^omen than menjlaves^ 

The obvious remedy would be, fome 
mode of encouraging the importation of a 
greater proportion of women f ; but as the 

abolition 

t I am however convinced, both by lihc evidence 
aod the maooers of the Africans, that in whatever 

K 2 manner 
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abolition of the Slave Trade is to ftop all 
importation, the advocates for the bill 
aSedl to confider this circumftance but of 
little confequence, and fay, that — ^*^ the 
** births to be expected from Ian addition of 
** the proper number of women would be 
** no more than three hundred *•" To fup- 
port this eilimate would require a very nice 
and difficult calculation, even if the dit- 
proportion between the fexes, in all the 
iflands, were exactly afcertained ; but as 
no fuch account appears j, I cannot 

Imagine 

manner the trade is carried on, there will be always 
fewer women than men brought to ms^rket. See Priv^ 
Co. Rep. at the end of title Slaves. 

* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 30. 

f The evidence to this point in the Priv. Co. Rep, 
ftands as follows : 

In Ahtig&a, there is believed to be one third lefs of 
women than men. 

Montferrat, the proportion is believed to be nearly 
^qual. 

Nevis, women are to men as 5 to 4. 

Grenada, A. D. 1783, 14,438 men to 10,182 wo- 
men. Part iii. Appendix, A. No. 28, ' 

Domimca, A.D. 1788, 81 16 men to 6851 wo-t 
men. Part iv. tit. Population, No. 6. 

Of the difproportion in Jamaica, Barbadoes, St.. 
phriftpphcj: gnd St. Vincent, there is no evidence. 
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Imagine in what manner, or upon what 
grounds, this eftimate has been made* I 
am aware that, if the importation fhould be 
jcfFeftually prohibited, this difproportion 
between the fexes muft, by the courfe of 
nature, ceafe ; but, in the mean time, it muft 
operate to a certain degree againft the fup- 
port of the ftock by breeding ; and although 
at the end of twenty years there fliould be 
as many women as men, yet the total ftock 
of negroes may have fuffered a moft ruin- 
ous decreafe, 

A fecond allowed caufe * is, the dijffolute'^ 
nefs of manners that prevails among the ne^ 
groes. It appears from the evidence f , that 
they are debilitated by premature and pro- 
mifcuous commerce, enervated by the im- 
moderate ufe of new rum, and' that the 

women frequently attempt to preferve their* 

ii 

perfons in requeft by procuring abortions %. 
It is not eafy to conceive how better treats 

♦ Mr. Wilberforce^s Speech, p. 60. 

t Priv. Co. Rep. Part iii. Appendix to each ifland, 
A. No. 15. 

X Priv. Co. Rep. Part iiL Antigua Appendix, A. 
JJ'o. II. — ^Labat,Voy- aux Ifles, Partii. chap. vi. 

meat 
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ment in the articles of provifions and labour 
is to produce a reform in thefe points ; or 
haw more food and lefs work is to render 
the negroes kfs drunken or iafciyious. 

Another caufe * alleged is, the want 
if proper regulations for the encouragemci^ 
cfmarriaget. It appears from the evidence f 
that the planters in general wiih to have 
their negroes marry on their ovrn eilates^ 
and to one v^ife only, but they do not think 
it prudent to interfere. Particular privileges 
' or bounties might induce the negroes to conir 
tra£l: marriage ; but fo rooted is their at^ 
tachment to polygamy, that there fecms to 
be no probability of procuring the obfer* 
vance of conjugal fidelity by any privileges 
or bounties which could be afforded* If 
by " proper regulations^^ it is meant that 
the planters, managers, and a fufficient 
number of aWe miffioners fliall unite their 
endcaypurs to work a general reform, and 
perfuade the negroes to become good Chrifl- 
tians, and renounce polygamy j I doubt 

* Mr. Wilberforce*s Speech, p. 60, 
f Priv. Co. Rep. Part iii^ Appendix to each ifland, 
A. No. 14. 
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the progrefs of fuch a plan would be im- 
perceptibly flow, and indeed the plan itfelf 
feems tqo fpeculative to be at all depended 
on as a faurce of population, 

A fourth caufe alleged is — that the breeds 
zng and rearing of children is not encouraged. 
By the laws of Jamaica *, the overfeer of 
every plantation, on which there has been 
a natural increafe of flaves within the year, 
is intitled to a premium on every child bom 
on the plantation within the year, and liv- 
ing on the 28 th of December. In all the 
iflands, the common prad:ice is to allow 
pregnant and nurfing women to. go out to 
labour an hour later, and leave pff an hour 
fooner than the other flaves f ; and ' they 
have an additional allowance of. provifion 
for their children. If more precife regula- 
tions are thought requifite, it would be 
eafy to make them without abolifliing the 
Slave Trade. But MeflTrs. Chifliolme and 
Quier (both medical men) give it as their 
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* Priv. C(x Rep. part lii. tit. Jamaica Slaves ; for 
their Regulation^ fe£l. 31. 

t Priv. Co. Rep. part iii. Appendix to each ifland, 
A. No. I4> 15. 
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opinion, that, " the chief obftaclc to tlic 
^ rearing of childreoi 18 the inattention, or 
" ignorance, or obftinacy of the mothers 
« and nurfes; and that thofe who are 
" much converfant with the negroes, will 
" be aware of the difficulty, if not impoffi- 
" bility, of remedying this evil, fo long as 
•* negroes are employed as nurfes to the | 

" children *." That the planters endeavour 
to difcourage the women from breeding, by 
treating them harfhly for becoming preg- 
nant, or with a view to make them mif- 
carry, I cannot believe ; becaufe the value 
of a female flave is always enhanced ty her t 
having children ; becaufe, the value of one 
native is equal to that of two imported 
flaves t ; and becaufe, it is now pretty well 
known, that all means of procuring abor- 
tions muft endanger the health of the party* 

'Epidemic dtfeafes are the laft caufe I fhall 
mention of impediment to the natural in- 

♦ Priv. Co. Rep* part iii. Appendix to Jamaica; 
No. 6, 8. Barbadocs, No, 15, 17, and Antigua/ 
No. II. 

f See Dr. Adair's Evidence. Priv. Co. Rep. part ii?- 
Antigua Appendix^ No. 11. 
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creafe. The, planters fay, that thefe are 
occafioned by unfavourable feafons and the 
unhealthinefs of fome (ituations. The ad- 
vocates for the Abolition attribute them to 
unwholefome or infufficient food, and too 
much labour. It appears from the evi- 
dence, that Antigua fuffered by drought 
for feven fucceffive years : in 1779, nearly 
a fifth of all the ^legroes died of a dyfen- 
tery ; in 1783 the meafles, and in 1786 the 
chin-cough carried off great numbers*. 
In Jamaica, 6nly 15,000 flaves are fuppofed 
to have periftied by hurricanes, fi:om 1 780 
and 1786 1 ; said thefe hurricanes MrAre not 
confined to Jamaica* Surely fuch loffes are 
fairly ^ imputable to the climate, and are not 
to be prevented by any human prudence. 
Jn the Privy Cou&cil Report, no iflands ot 
iituations are particularized as unhealthy: 
but admitting that there are fuch, I can by 
no mean? agree with Mr. Ramfay J, who 

^^ FriY. Co. ' Rep* partiii. Antigua Appendix, A. 
. No. 15. ' 

t The fccond Report of the Aflembly of Jamaica. 
, Priv. Co«-Rep» partiii. 

X See his evidence in the Pm. Co. Rep. part lii. tit. 
Further Evidence, &c. refpeftirig the treatment.in the 
VTeftlndks, fc£l. 7. . 
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thinks, that — ^^ perhaps in every fituatioa 
*' the produdlions of a diftriffc are a natu- 
«' ral antidote to its unhealthinefs." No 
efFeftual antidote has yet been found againft 
the agues prevalent in parts of Kent, 
lEffex, and Lincolnfhire ; and the beft medi-r 
cines in thofe difeafes, viz. bark, fpices, 
and certain bitters, we know are not pro- 
duced in thofe diflxids. The Pontine' 
marfhes, and their infe^ious air, have 
baffled the enterprife and experience of 
many ^ges. As far as bad food or over- 
work may be fuppofed to have occalioned 
epidemical difeafes, they will in all likeli-» 
hood be prevented by the regulations 
already mentioned * : but nq forecaft or 
inter6ft of the planter can effe£tually fecure 
his negroes or himfelf from fqme diftrefs, 
whenever, in the fame year, the provifion*- 
grounds fail, and a war has interrupted the 
fupply from Europe, 



I 



Upon the whole, fome of thefe impedi- 
ments to the natural iricreafe cannot be pre- 
vented at all ; and I doubt if the others may 
not be more immediately and effectually 



"^ Ante. p. 29. 
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obviated by legal regulations In the iflands^ 
than by the circuitous method of abolifhing 
the Slave Trade. 

In order to leflen the weight of thefe ob* 
jeSions to the probability of a natural in- 
creafe, and to prove that the planters may> 
if they pleafe^ do without fupplies from 
Africa, Mr. Cl^kfon has given a fhort hif- 
tory * of the ftock of flaves on twenty-fix 
dilates, which, he fays, have either increafed 
or fallen off, according as the management 
has been humane or fevere. But Mn Clark- 
fon has named the owners of three of the 
4eftates only out of the twenty-fix, and thofe 
•are in foreign iflands ; not more than thrqe 
or four of the cafes are ftated fo fully or pre- 
cifely as to prove the fa£t ; nor has Mr. 
Clarkfon thought fit to give them in evi- 
dence to the Privy Council; I cannot there- 
fore confider thefe inftances to be in any 
degree fubftantiated. Mr. NichoUs ^ has alfo 
fumilhed Mr. Clarkfon with a lift of ten 
proprietors, on whofe eftates the ftock has 
been kept up by humane treatment, to the 

* Effay on the Impolicy of the Slave Trade, p* 82. 
f Ibid. p. 85, in the note. 
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h^ of Mr. Nicboll/s remembrance : but no 
maa's remembrance can be admitted as evi« 
dence upon fo intricate and flufhiating a 
fubje£t as population. And Mn Ramfay 
has given in eyidence to the Privy Council 
the names of fix prpprietors, the number of 
whofe flaves has varied with the good or bad 
management : but Mr. Ramfky^s ftatement 
of every one of thefe eftates is in fome re- 
fpedl defe^ive. This branch of evidence 
might be greatly improved, if a confiderable 
number of pkhtcrswouldlaybeforetheHoufe 
the annual returns of their flaves for ten or 
twenty years jpaft, with fuch obfervations 
as may tfccujr to them upon the climate, and 
change of managers * : rtie trouble would, 
not be much, and thefe lifts might elucidate 
the points of trnhealtiiinefs, mortality, and 
the probability of a natural increafe, more, 
than any other evidence that can be pro^ 
duced. At prefent, the inftances mentioned 
above (though they fhould be taken for 

* I fugged this from an earheft fiefire of having the 
beft information : but the flaves bbmg prbpiertly aiii 
taxable, the planters may perhaps have private (thoijgR 
not unfair reafons) for declining to ffirnifii thefe^ 
iifts. ^ 

granted)^ 
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granted), amount to no more than forty- 
two, £bledled from all the iflands, as Well fo- 
reign as Britifh, Which may contsdn, perhapa 
fpur or five tboufand fugar eftates ; and I 
do not think that the example of what may 
have happened on forty=*two eftates, does 
at all (hew that the fame is probable or 
pradicable on four or five thoufand. 

As a further proof that good manage- 
ment will always enable the negroes to keep 
up their numbers by breeding, it has been 
faid, that — ^ * all fides agree that the treat- 
** ment is more humane now than it was 
** thirty years ago, and that it is daily im- 
** proving : that the numbers have increafed, 
** or rather the decreafe has lefTened, in the 
" fame proportion as the treatment has im- 
" proved.: for that in Jamaica, from 1768 
to 1774, the excefs of deaths above births 
was rather more than i per cent, where- 
as, from 1774 to 1787, the excefs has 
" been only about three-fifths per cent, and 
" that all this appears from authentic docu- 
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* Mt. Wilbcrfbrce'g Speech^ p. a8 aad 6c. 
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I own i have not taken the pains of prov- 
ing the refulit from this calculation, bqcaufe 
1 think none o^ the documents, from which 
it is formed, are to be depended upon. 

The firft document is, an anfwer from the 
Council of the ifland to one of the queftions 
fent by the Privy Council *, it ftates that, 
" in 1 768, from the moft accurate accotint 
•* that could be had, it is /u^pqfed ihtrc were 
** 166,914 negroes in the whole." It 19 
fufEciently obvious that a fuppofition (efpe-* 
cially in a queftion of population), founded 
on accounts coUeded at the diftance of 
twenty years, in a country where the prin- 
cipal account (the poll-tax) is acknowledged 
to be irregularly levied f, can be at the belt 
but a very vague conjedure. 

Thefecond document is — a lift J of 1 774, 
given in by governor Keith, which ftates 
the number to be 192,787. But as the go- 

* See die Report, part iii. tit. Jamaica, A. No* 48. 

f See the Obfervation made' by Gov. Keith, and 
the^^Committee of Aflembly, Priv. Co. Rep. part iv» 
tit. Population, No. i. Jamaica. 

\ Priv. Co. Rep. part iv. tit. Population, No. i. 
Jamaica. ' 

' . vernor 
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rernor adds, that '* there were many job- 
^ bers and others, who did not give in their 
*' negroes, which might amount to 1 0,000 
" at the leaft." This certainly is not an 
enumeration on which Dr. Price,' or any 
other writer on population, would venture 
to conclude within one or three-fifths per 
cent. 

The next is,— ra * lift fent by governor 
Clarke, wTiich ftates the number in Decem- 
ber 1787 to be 256,000 ; but the fecond 
report of the Aflembly of Jamaica, which 
certainly does not aim at under-crating the 
number, ftates, that " after diligent invef- 
*' tiga,tion, we judge the number on the 
*^ 30th of December 1 787, to be 240,000 at 
" leaft." — ^A difference of 15,000 between 
thefe two lifts, made up to the fame period, 
impeaches the accuracy of both. 

The next is— f accounts of negroes im-* 
ported and exported from 1768 to 1774, 

* Priy. Co, Rep. part iv, tit. Population, No. i. 
Jamaica* 

t Priv. Co. Rep. part Hi, tit. Jamaica, at the end 
c)f th^ Appendix* 

inclufivci 




i-^.. 



mim^ 



[ 8o ] 

, 'a 

inclufive, given in by Mr. Fuller j and from 
1775 to 1787, inclufive, given in by the In- 
fpedlor General. But Mr, Fuller's account, 
ends with 1.775, and the Infpcdor Generals 
account begins only with 1783 *, confe- 
quently, there Is a chafm of feven years, 
viz. from 1776 to 1 782, both inclufive, And 
the calculation, as far as it depends upon the 
imports and exports of negroes, appears to 
be wholly unfounded. 

s . 

The laft document is — ^the eftim2*e of 
4 I per cent, fuppofed to perifli be* 
tween the «ntry of every fliip, and the fale 
of the flavcs, as ftated in the fecond Jamaica 
Report., My reafons for doubting the triith 
of this eftimate have been given in anofher 
place f: I fhall only obferve here,, that 
the difierence of decreafe, intended to be 
eftabliftied by the calculation now Un<ieT coiv- 
fideration, is only between one per cent, and 

f PriV, COp Rep, laft Appendix, paper B- fe6l. iv. 

where the Privy Council fays, this account by the In* 
Xped^or, jcould not be obtained for any time prior to 

1783. — ^N. B. I have not found in the report any ^athcr 
.^counts than thcfe two. 

t p-43v . \ 

three- 
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threerfifthsrper cent, confequearly. If the Ja-> 
maica report has over-rated the lofs between 
entry and fale .only the bare .half per cent, 
this half per cent, added to the three-fifths, 
exceeds the one per cent, arid turns the dif^ 
ference the other way ; or at leaft leaves th« 
whole matter in darkaefs and confufxon. 

Sucli are the documents brought to prove, 
that in Jamaica the excefs of deaths above 
births have been one per cpnt, from 1 768 to 
1774, and three-fifths per cent, from 1775 
to 1 787^ The calculation would be a rhatter 
of fome difficulty, even with accurate data ; 
' but thofe aflumed are all exceptionable and 
incpnclufive* * 

The eleventh refplution, propofed by Mr. 
Wilberforce, ftates a rtfult of the fame na- 
ture, viz. a gradual decreafe in the excefs 
of deaths above births, with refpe<fl to Bar* 
badoes, from 1764 to 1786. 

One of the documents on which this cal- 
culation appears to be founded, is free from 
all obje£tion, I mean, " * an account of all 

f Priv. Co. Rep. part i. tit. Population, No. 3, 
Barbadoes* 

M •' thft 



t 81 ] 

•* the flaves in the ifland from 1780 to 1786^ 
^ made from lifts given in upon oath.** 
But at the foot of this account it is obferved, 
that " thefe lifts being given in on oath, 
** arc therefore nearer the truth than the 

' « lifts which are fent Into the Secretary's 
*' Office by the churchwardens, and thence 
*^ tranfmitted by the governor," This pb- 
fervation proves the inaccuracy of the lifts 
for all the other years, whicli are only the 
lifts by the churchwardens ; for inftance, in 
the fworn lift for 1783*, there are 4821 
more flaves than in the churchwarden's liftf 
for the fame year. In Mr. Brathwaite^a 

, lift :{: from 1764 to 1780, there. is no ex- 
port of flaves ftated, though it is admitted 
that fome wer.e e^^ported, Mx. Brathwaite's 
Uft of the import and export of negroes 
for 1785 and 178^, differ? from the lift, 
^iven in by the Infpe£tor General for 
tliofe years §. This difference is not great 
in point of number j but in a calculationi 
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* Priv, Co, Rep, part iv, tit Population, No. 3, 
Barbadoes, 
t Ibid. 

j: Priv. Co. Rep. partiiif Barbadpcs, A« No* 15% 
j Priv. Co, Rep. part iv. No. 4. 

Vv^hich 
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itorhich affefts to prove a decreafe in popU-» 
lation of a i I pen cent, at one periods 
feven-^ighths per. cent, at another, and f 
per. cent, at a third, the minuteft error in 
the data -is material, becaufe the whole re- 
fult is itfelf fo minute^ 

. It is admitted, that there are iao accounts 
which afibrd fufficient grounds for any cal-^ 
culation on the population of the other 
iflands *. Whoever therefore, feels himfelf 

perfuaded 

r * I team from Mn Wilb€rforcc'sSpcccii(p. 31.)^ 
that ^* in Dominica Gov.' Orde writes, that there is 
** a natural incfeafe.'*-^It is very pofllble that I mif- 
tinderftand the acdount trarifmitted by^ Gov. Orde (feel 
Priv. Co* Rep. part iv* tit* Populg;tion> No* 6i. Domi- 
Xiica), for to me there appears upon th^e face of it tQ be 
a great lofs. . 

1780 negroes in the ifland, 12,713 
1788 Do. - 41 *. X i. 14,967' 



InCrcafe in eight years 2^54 
But from* 1 784 
to 

there were imported and remained in the ifland 
J 1,772 ; fo that this increafe of 2254 feems to have been 
produced by an import of five times that number; There 
are many oth^r obje£tions to the account > but I (hall 
|iot dwell upon them, becaufe I miftruft my ovt^n ap- 

M 2 prehenfion 
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perfuaded by the foregoing fcalculatioh, tliat 
the ftcick of negroei may be fupported hj 
breeding in Jamaica and Barbadoes, Ihoula 
require fome evidence of the farne nature 
before he pronounces the fame opinion upon 
all the other iflands : for nothing is fo falla- 
cious in political arithmetic as to draw gene- 
ral conclufions from partial obfervations ; 
one might as well infer from the known in- 
creafe of inhabitants in Yorkfhire and Lan- 
cafliire, that the population of this whole 
kingdom is augmented, as that the circum- 
ftances fuppofed to have taken place in 
Jamaica and Barbadoes, have alfo happened 
ia the other iflstnds *. And we muft alfo 
recollect, that in an extenfive kingdom like 
thisy an^r decreofe dFpopulation in one quar-^ 
termaybe ciafily recruited from another j 
whereas, in the Weft-Indies, when the 
fupplies froin Africa are cut off, die dock 

prehenfion o( it, and b^caufe the gentleman who has 
quoted it, feems4;o have doubts too, and does not relf 
upon it. 

* I have been told, the' iflands differ very much 11^ 
climate and produce; that fome are fuppofed more 
lia^e to hurricanes^ and others to epidemical difeafes.* 
Antigua, I believe, depends upon the rams for ail itf 
f rcfli vratcr. 
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tif negroes, 6n any one ifland, may be irre- 
parably reduced by^the httrricanes, or difeafe 
or drought of a fingle year. 

It has indeed been faid, that * ** from a 
** ' conflderation of the means 6byiating th^ 
^ caufes which have hitherto impeded the 
•* natural increafe, &g. it appears that no 
^ confiderable or permanent inconvenience 
*' would refult from flopping the importa- 
^ tion of flaves/^— *I prefume thefe means 
{whatever they are) will be applied to all 
the iflands, and then the argument feems 
to ftand as follows :-— The conflderation of 
certain means, joined tjuitb the refult of a 
long calculation on the population of Ja- 
maica and Barbadoes, is fufficient to aflure 
us againft any inconvenience in tbofc 
iflands : therefore the conflderation of the 
fame means only, without any refult or cal- 
culation, fliDuld give us the fame aflurance 
i^vith tefpefl: to all the other iflands. In 

truth, bne cannot fuppofe that fo much pains 

« 

<vould have been beftowed upon this calcu- 
lation, if it were not thought material j but 

* Mr. Wilberforce's Speech, p. 63 .—The Twelfth 
JRcfdution. 

if 
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if it 'IS material as to the iflands of Jamaiea^ 
and Barbadoes, why is it immaterial a9 tgi 
all the reft ? 

I have now gone through the principat 
arguments which have been brought tc» 
prove, I , That the Slave Trade is unneceCf 
fary ; 2, That the impediments to a natu-r 
ral increafe are either unimportant, or ia 
the planter's power to remove; and, 3, 
That they may be compelled to rely upon 
breeding only for the fupport of their ftpck 
of negroes without danger of any perma- 
nent inconvenience. At prefent, thefe ar* 
guments furely fall far fhort of convidion* 
But the points of inquiry, and the evidence 
wanted, are now fully underftood, and 
means may eafily . be taken for obtaining 
from each ifland fuch lifts of the import 
and export of the birthj( and deaths of 
flaves, as fhall, in the courfe of a few years^ 
turn fpeculation into mora) certainty, and 
put this very important queftion of a natu- 
ral increafe beyond all doubt. — ^Wh^re ^ 
miftake may occafion infinite miichief, it 
is our duty to delay* 
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, The Objediohs to the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade come next under confidera- 
tibn; arid I fhall only mention fuch as 
feem to be of real importance, and hitherto 

uhanfwered. 

- t ■ - - 

1,1 prefume no one will deny the Abo- 
lition to be an experiment which may mate- 
rially afFed the trade and marine ftrength 
of the nation. Its moft zealoiis advocates 

. do not pretend to afTure us of any certain 
gain, and it is evident that we fhall fuffer 

Tome immediate lofs in the articles of revc- 
npe, exports,^ failors and fhippitig.^ 

Now, when I confidcr the great amount 
of the national debt ; that the annual ex- 
pcnditurels not yet reduced within the an- 

" ntial income ; that, notwithftanding the 
late able and fuccefsful management of Ac 
revenue, the refources for carrying on any 
future war are by no means too obvious or 

' numerous ; and yet. For the laft fifty years, 
the intervals of peace have never exceeded 

' ten or twelve years j taking all thefe cir- 
cumftanccs together, I caanot bring myfelf 

10 
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* m, 

to think this a fit time, or ihat the country- 
is in a fit fituation to engage in an experi-r 
ment, whicji offers a profpe<3: rof ceitaia 
Jois, and no probability of gain ; which will 
inftantly annihilate a trade that annually 
employs * 5000 failors, from 120 to 140 
fhips, and , exports between 790^000 and 
8qo,oPo1. and which fame experiment may 
jio^ improbably bring the ^eft India trade 
to deciiy ; the annual expprts aruj. imports, 
pf which generally exceed 5,ooq,oooL with 
the employment of 130^000 tonnage of 
/hipping and failors in proportion, AH ob- 
jefts too cQnfiderable to be even hazarded ^ 
upon an unneceflary or doubtful fpeicula- 
tipn,. 

. Ycry fl^tterliig ilatements hay^ Indqed 
'Jbben:fet, forth of th? natural riches and pyo- 
'j&ict of Africa ; . but Mr. Teaftc*s evidence f 
Jets us into the other fide of the accouBt, 
iHe is engaged in this branch of trade an4 
ffouid confequently be glad to have it im- 
proved. Yet he tells us, that the import 
-qf woods lis at present equal to the de^ 



* Priv. Co. Rep. part iv. No.' 10. 
t Priv. Co. Rep. part i. tit. Produce. 
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ttlaiid : — ^half of the ivory * (the moft va^ 
luable return)^mported eomes home in the 
Have Ihips, and could not be brought any 
other way 2 inore gold might be got, but 
it cannot be bought to profit f . Upon the 
whole, Mr. Teafte goes on with this trade^ 
becaufe he is iri it ; but if his capital was 
out, he would not how go into it. Yet 
this is a trade which, we are aflured, may ht 
made to recompenfe us for the lofs of thp 
Slave Trade* And how is this recompenfe 
to be obtained ? why, Europeans muft en- 
courage the natives, by example^ to cultivate 
tobacco, cotton and indigo : but encourage- 
ment and example have both been tried 
without eflFeft J, 

t*er^ 

* IVofy wdtild not pay fbr bniigiilg -ddwn to th6 
coaft^ uiilefs it was brought by thei flaves for fale. Seel 
Mr. Barnes's evidence at the Bar of the Houfe of Com<» 
mons* 

f Becaufe the flaVe fliips buy it up to carry 6k theit 
trade on the leeward coaft. See Capti Deane's evi** 
dence, Prir* Co, Rep* part i, tit. Produce. N< B^ This 
muft be the cafe as long as any ilave fhips frequent that 
coaft. 

t By M. Brue (Direfldr of the French African 
Company), who trkd to perfuade two black chiefs to 
cultivate tobacco, they feemed to admit die profit they 

N * might 
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Perhaps it will be fald, that thefe undciV 
takings were all badly planiied; for that 
Colonization is the only probable method 
X)f ejctending the interior trade, increaUng 
the natural produce, and civilizing the in* 
habitants ^« 

Should fuch a plan be fcrioufly propoiedy 
it will be neceflary to enter a little into the 
detail, to know fomething of the probable 
expence, the number of colonifts, the fitu- 
ation and fize of the intended fettlement ; 
and alfo to inquire if civilization has ever 
been, or is likely to be, efFe£ted by coloniza*- \ 
tion without conqueft* For my own part, 

might expe£l from it ; but their Indolence was infur« 
mountable. Relat de I'Afr. Occid. par Labat* toL ili, 
p. 203, 

By the Dutch ^t Axim» who trjed to make them 
cultivate cotton.' See ^Mr. Weuvee's evidcncet, Priv. 
Co* Rep. part i. tit. Produce^ and part vi* tit* Holland- 

The Portuguefe had formerly two Indigo works in 
Sierra Leone, which came to nothing* See Mr» Mat* 
thew«*s evidence, Priv. Ca Rep. part i* tit. Produce* 

By Mr. Matthews and another trader, who offered 
the natives at the rate of nine^cAce per poimd for un» 
cleaned cotton, ibid. 

* Sir Geo. Tonge, Dr. Spaarmatv and- Mr^ Wad- 
ftrom, are of opinion, |hat there is no other method. 
^ee their evidence^ Priv. Cov Rep. part i. tit« Produce, 

whea 
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when I find, both from books and the evi- 
dence, that the climate is particularly fatal 
to Europeans * ; that the natives are fan- 
guinary, rapacious, treacherous and indo- 
lent j extremely jealous of their rights on 
the coaft, and every where averfe^ from 
fuffcring Europeans to penetrate into the 
interior country f ; when Mr. Paplett J, 
who propofes a colony, . fays, that " the 
*' town muft be fecured by a ditch, other- 
*• wife the natives would kill the colonifts 

* Sec GhuTcKill*s Coll. of Voyages, vol. v. p. 32. 77. 
110; and vol. vi. p. 205. 215. Mr. Brue loft in fix 
years 157 out of 180 Europeans. 

Our African company, from 1751 to 17SS, fent out 
1080 fervants, military and civil j out of which 333 
tiied in the firft year of their refpc£tivc arrivals* Priv- 
Co. Rep. part u tit. Detached Pieces of Evidence, No. vi. 

If the reader will take the trouble of making a juft 
comparifon between the returns from die regiments 
in Africa (Priv. Co. Rep. part i. tit. Special Informa- 
tioni* No; 7*) widi thofe from the "Weft- Indies (Priv. 
Co. Rep. part iii; tit. Detached Evidence, No. i.), he 
will find the mortality tt> have been about three^fe- 
venths more in Africa than the Weft Indies. 

f Churcl\ill*s Coll. of Voy- vol. i. p. 749. vol. v. 
p. 34. 100. 462, &c. Bofman, 13. xtJ. 52. 62. loi. Re- 
late de TAfr. Occid; parLabat. voL ii. p. 233. vol. iii. 

P- 175- 353- 
% Priv. Co« Rep. part i. tit. Produce. 

N 2 '' for 
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'^ . for the fake of their tools ;" I am at a 
lofs to conceive how a colony, which re^- 
quires the fecure and exclufive poffeffion of 
a certain extent of country, can be expert-"- 
cd to profper, or even to exift j efpecially 
when the avowed purpofes of this colony 
are, I, To abolifh a trade to which (whe- 
ther juft or unjuft) the natives are perfe£t-r 
ly reconciled, and by which they at pre- 
fent procure (and may continue to procure 
from other nations) fuch European goods 
as they want ; and, 2dly, To introduce ^ 
new trade that aims at making the natives j 

fubmit to regular labour, from which they 
^e notorioufly averfe, 

2, Our marine force will be diminifhed 
by the lofs of about 5000 feamen, now an^ 
nually employed in the flave fliips, 

And I mufk infill upon this objedion, 

' notwithftanding Mr, Clarkfon has under* 

taken to prove this* trade to be a grave, in- 

ftead of a nurfery, f&r our feamen ; and that 

» 

his do£trine has been a^ confidently ap-* 
pealed to ^, as if it were a mathematical de^ 
pionilration. 

♦ Mr. Wabcrforcc's Speech, p. 36. 
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V 

The correftnefs of the mufter-rolls pro- 
duced by Mr. Clarkfon is by no means 
clearly eftablifhed * ; and I ^m far from 
fatisfied with his method of accounting for 
the lofs of 500 failors^ fuppofed annually 
to perifh, or be left behind, in the Weft In- 
dies. The, alternative is indeed very differ- 
ent to the men, though the fame to this 
country, fmce, according to Mr. Clarkfon, 
they all either die of difeafe in the iflands, 
or go to America never to return. But 
why are they never to return from Ameri- 
ca ? A failor's courfe of life does not feem 
to preclude the poffibility of fuch an event. 
Many landmen go out in the African fhips, 
why may not thefe take to their former cal- 
lings in the iflands ? The mafter of every 
poafting craft in the iflands muft be a white f 

^ Mr. Clarkfon himfelf muft, according to his owa 
reafoning, doubt of the authenticity of thefe rolls. For 
he fays (Pi:iv. Co. Rep. part ii. tit. Mortality of Sea- 
men), ** that he omitted the London mufter-rolls, bc- 
^* caufe they were not upon oaihy and he did not choofc 
'* to infert any account, the authenticity of which might 
** be queftioned." — ^It appears from the Comptroller's an- 
fwer, that the Liverpool Rolls are not given in upon oath, 
9XiA confequently may be queftioned. 

f See information from Mr. Norris, Priv. Co. Rep. 
part ii» tit* Seamen Employed^ &c. 
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ft 

man, furely fome of the 500 may be fo 
employed. Mn Clarkfon fays,—" he has 

*' endeavoured to find out every avenue to 

* 

^ niake them efcape j" — ^yet he has takcii 
no notice of thefe circumftances *. 

Mr. Clarkfon eftimates, that ^^ 240 of the 
•• iailors, who return in the Africarf ihips^ 
quit the fea-fervice in difgaft, or become 
blind,, or die rn our hofpitals ;" and, to 
fubftantiate this eflimate, appeals to th^ 
Briftol and Liverpool Holpitals. Accounts 
have been feni f of thofe hofpitals to the Pri- 
vy Council, from which it appears; general* 
ly, that the African failors return, lefs healw 
thy thau others ; but there arc no data for 
liny ealculatioct of the num:bers dlfeaifed* 

But, to avoid entering more minutely In- 
to Mr. Clarkfon's reafoning upoa this fub- 

* Mr, WiIberforce*s: Speech (p. 40.) cites a letter 
from Gov. Parry as a verification of Mr. Clarkfan*s 
eftimate. But the expreffions in that letter might bo 
applied to 200, 3Oo,.0r any other number, as well as to 
500. Doubtlefs many failors are left behind s but the 
number is the queftion upon Mr.' Clarkfbn's eftimate* 

t Priv- Co; Rep, part ii. tit. Briftor MuftctrroUs 
and Liverpool MuftcT'-rolls. 
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jed, I reft my objeaion upon an error in 
the inference whicli he draws from the 
whole, viz. that the annual lofs offeamen is 
exaSly that lofs to our naval Jlrengtb ; and 
the error feems to me to confift in this: 
Mr. Clarkfon, to maintain his inference, 
muft confider all our feamen as one fxed 
body compofcd of a certain number of iden* 
tical parts, from which he makes deduc- 
tions for lofs, but no allowance for recruits ; 
he affumes it as a fad (without which his 
whole argument fells to the ground), that 
if 2000 feamen are loft or difabled in the 
courfe of any one year, there will be 200a 
fewer feamen fit for fervice at the end of 
that year than there were at the beginning 
of it Whereas the very reverfe is appa- 
rently and invariably true. There is a per- 
petual fucceffion of feamen training up and 
forming for fervice, in proportion to the or- 
dinary demand : and the want of failors, in 
time of war, is owing to the demand being 
extraordinary, fudden, and often repeated* 
Does not our experience for 70 or 80 years 
paft demonftrate this ? Whatever has been ) 
the annual lofs on board of the African, 
ihips,, thdfe (hips have always found failors 

. to 
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to man them ; and this without any detri^f 
ment ot delay to the fhips employed in 
other trades, which have had their comple-* 
ments too. A regiment of 1006 men may 
lofe, in the courfe of two or three yearsy 
twenty or thirty men, and yet, at the end 
of that time, the regiment may ftill ihuftet 
Its thoufand men. Admitting then that a 1 
thoufand (or any given number of) men 
are loft out of the 5000 fuppofed to be em- 
ployed in the flave Ihips, ftill is that lofs 
continually replacing, ftill 5000 failors are 
annually employed on board the flave fliips^ 
and this country has always a body of near- i 
ly 5000 failors to refort to, for the purpof6 
of manning our navy at the breaking out 
of a wan ! do not mean to fay, that 5000 
failors are always to be found in the Afri- 
can fhip6 ; but that, in confequence of the 
annual demand for thofe fhips,; a propor- 
tionable number of apprentices and land- 
men are thrown into the. fea-fervice, who 
would not otherwife be fo employed. In 
a word, if* the annual lofs of feamen em- 
ployed in the Slave Trade was a dead lofs. 
to our naval ftrength, that ftrength muft 
by this time have been wafted down to al- 
moft nothing. 
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I now think myfelf warranted in affert- ' 
Jng, that (notwithftanding Mr. Clarkfon'g 
moft explicit and unequivocal denial*) 
the Slave Trade is one of. the nurferies. for ^ 
€ur navy. It may be called a grave for 
thofe who die in it ; but it is a nurfery for 
thofe who are annually employed and in- 
ftrufted in it. Five thoufand is fuppdfed 
to be the numbjgr ; which, confidering the 
increafed attention of the French and Spa* 
niards to their marine^ feems to be an cAjeft 
of too much importance to be lightly thrown 
away* 

3. I object that our navy will fufFer a r^- 
iative as well as a pofitive lofs by the Abo- 
lition ; inafmuch as other nations will 
jncreafe their naval force, by continuing 
the Slave Trade, when we fhall have abaiN 
cloned it, ^ 

One gentleman f is underftoodto havefaid^ 
^hat — ^^ let Great Britain determine as (he 
•* will, the guilt and infamy of this trade 

* Impolicy of the Slave Trade, p. 49. 

f Mr, Bcaufo/s Speech, p. 19. (Printed by Phil- 

O " will 
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^* will not long be endured in France/' 
Another *, that " he has every ground for 
believing, nay, that he is fure France will 
not adopt it.'* And a third f , that " France 
** is as likely as any nation on the face 
** of the globe to catch a fpark from the 
" light of our fire, and to run a race with 
" us in promoting the ends of humanity T' 
• — ^All this is mere matter of opinion, and I 
claim no right to contradict the mere opi^ 
nion of any man ; it is enough for me to 
maintain the reafonablenefs of my owi}. 



Applications were made by the Committee 
. of Privy Council to our Ambafladors, Ml- 
.nifters, &c. refident in Portugal, Spain, 
France and Holland, for any information re- 
lative to the Slave Trade. Upon fuch an 
occafion, if the governing power? in thefe 
countries have really any intention of co- 
operating with us, or of following our ex- 
ample in the Abolition, it is fmgular, thqt 
fome hint to this cSeCt fhould not have ap 



* Mr. Wilberforce*s Speech, p. 44, 4^. 
t Ibid. p. 75. 
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beared in the anfwers * :. fomething like eii- 
couragement or approbation might have 
tranfpired; and although our application did 
not directly lead to it, there was certainly 
an opening for communication. All thefe 
pourts having been perfedly filent upon the 
fubjed:, we muft fearch for their fentiments 
in their condud:, and try to difcover if they 
Jiave adopted any meafurcs favourable to 
the plan of abolition, or if their fubjed:s 
have any expectation that they will do fo. 

. The Portuguefe do not apprfkr to have 
made any alterations or improvements in 
the mode of conducting their Slave Trade ; 
they have neither vifited new coafts, nor 
made new fettlements ; they derive no aC- 
liftance from any other nation/ Their an- 
nual import of the flaves into the Brazils 
is underftood to be pretty regular, and par-v 
ticularly neceflary for the working of their 
mines. 

Spain is only making the neceflary pre- 
parations to a Slave Trade, and both her 
court and merchants are endeavouring to 

* Priv. Co. Rep. part vi. 

O 2 make 
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make themfelves acquainted with the bcft 
mode of carrying it on. 

In 1788, fome Spanifh merchants went 
to Manchefter and Liverpool to inquire the 
prices of the goods ufually fold to our Afri- 
can merchants, to examine the flave fhips, 
and to put queftions as to the probability 
6f any captains or furgeons in the trade be- 
ing prevailed upon to fettle at Cadiz. 

In 1786, the Philippine Company ob^ 
tained an extenfive privilege for fupplying 
the continent of South America with 
flaves. 






A royal order, dated 28th February 1789, 
ftating the urgent neceflity of fupplying the 
i (lands with negroes, without which they 
could not pro/per^ permits them to be im- 
ported into the Caraccas, Porto Rico, and 
St. Domingo, in foreign bottoms duty free, 
for the precife term of two years, probably 
in the hope that their own fubjedts may be 
by that time able to fupply themfelves : the 
port of Cuba is kept fhut to all but Spaniflx 
Ihips, and a bounty is given of four dollars 

per 
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per flave, imported in Spanifli bottoms^ by- 
Spaniards on their own account. 

Could any government devife better 
means of encouraging its fubjedis to under- 
take and learn a trade ? 

At prefent, the Spanifh Slave Trade is car^ 
ried on intircly from Great Britain^ by an 
agent in London for the Philippine Company, 
and by Mr. Dawfon of Liverpool for the 
Government : but Mr. Dawfoti admits, that 
if the Spaniards could obtain proper per- 
fons to conduct it, they might carry it on 
to greater advantage than any other coun- 
try, > 

. With refpedl to France. — By an edi(9: of 
1 784, fhips cleared from any port in that 
kingdom for Guinea, receive a bounty of 
eighty livres per ton (our ton) and 230 liv* 
per flave imported into St. Dominque, and 
1 66 liv. per flave in all the other iflands. 

• 

Britifh fhips with flaves only are .admitted 
into all the French iflands, paying a daty of 
fix livres per flave. 

Since 
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Since the peace, the French have a con- 
fiderable trade from Benin, Whydah and 
Lago (where they always had fome), in the 
river Bonny (where they formerly had 
none), and have engrofled the whole trade 
on the coaft of Angola *. 

A memorial from our African Company 
(dated 9th Sept. 1786) complains, that the 
French had committed various encroach- 
ments on the Britifti pofleffions ^nd trade, 
and that they were forming fettlements at 
Amoukow and a village near Winnebah, 

, The National Aflembly has twice debated, 
and finally rejefted, f an application for a 
committee to enquire into the ftate . of the 
French colonies. In neither debate was a 
fiogle yrord faid relative to the flaves or Slave 
Tirade. This filence certainly fhews, that 
there is no great ardor for the Abclition • 
\jut it would be too much to conftrue it into 

• This 18 confirmed by the evidence of Captain 
Domett of the Pomona, and Mr. Penny, Priv. Co. 
Rep. part i. tit. Slaves. 

t On the tft and 3d «f December* Sec Mercure dc 
Tiance, 1789, No, 50. ^ : 

a difap- 
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a difapprobation of the meafure. The Na- 
tional Affembly has done-fo much bulinefs, 
and has fo much more to do, that its 
filence, on this occ^fion, may be fairly im- 
puted to an unwillingnefs to enter upon a 
pew and difficult fubjed* 

The Britifh African merchants have a 

confiderable fhare in the French Slave 

Trade. Several fhips having taken in an 

aflbrtinent of goods here, go to the ports of 

France, and take French officers, and two 

thirds 9f the crew on board ; but the fuper- 

cargo and furgeon are Britifh. The num<« 

ber of thefe fhips is Aot fpecified ; but this 

trade is increafing very much. There is 

fome transfer of property, but the real in- 

terefl is Britifh. The negroes, which they 

take to the French iflands, are paid for either 

in fpecie or produce, which lafl they bring 

back to France, on account of the adventure. 

There is another mode, viz. by contradt, for 

the delivery of flaves to French fhips on the 

coafl of Africa *. 

The 

* Some perfons may imagine, that as all the Spanifh, 
tind a confiderable part of the French Slave Trade is in 

our 
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The information from Holland lies in a 
narrow compafs, but is perfedly ejcplicit 
and to the point. Petitions from the 
planters of Berbice, Eflequibo, and Deme- 
rary ftate, that their plantations are falling 
to decay through the want of negroes, and 
therefore pray that they may be imported 
in foreign bottoms^ 

A refolution of the ftates of Holland and 
Weft Friefland (dated the nth of May 
1788) ftates, that " the exi/Ience of the 
colonies, and the profperity of the plan- 
ters ^ill always depend on the greater or 
•* lefs fupply of flaves j as the advantages, 
" deriving from them to the mother coun* 
^' try, will ^ways be greater or lefs in pro- 
portion as the Slave Trade be exclufively 
carried on by the fubj efts of the ftate: 
•* for that an admiffion of ftranger^ to a 
** participation of it, would not only be 

our hands, a prohibition of fitting out flave fliips from 
our port?:, wififofar abolifti the trade in thofe countries* 
Put the aftivity and intelligence of our merchants arc 
not to be baffled by fuch an obftacle. The flave fhips 
will be kept in France, and the affortments will be fent 
from hence. It appears that thi$ has been done in fome 
iuftances already, 

« 

" dangerous. 
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** dangerous, but even deftrudive. That 
thofe who fupply the planters with flavea 
will, if they fchoofe, be paid in the pro" 

" dudtions of the colonies * in defiance of 
the fevereft penalties ! — ^The dates there- 
fore object to the admiffion of foreign 
veflels, and recommend that every means 
fliould be employed to promote a fpeedy 

" enlargement of the Slave Trade, in pro- 
portion to the wants of the planters, and 
that no trouble or expence fhould be 
fpared, till a fufficient number of flavc 

" (hips are fitted out for this purpofe !" 

I have acknowledged the eminent abili- 
ties of the leading advocates for the Abolition 
in Parliament ; but Holland muft have men 
of ability too ; and if any one nation may 
be fuppofed to be better qualified than ano-^ 
ther, to judge of th^ adv^tages of a carry-* 
ing trade, and the beft means of extending 
and fecuring it, it muft furely be th^ 
Dutch, 

* Wc have jufl. leen^ that our (hips employed -in 
the French trade do bring back feme of the payment^ 
in produce* 

P This 
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This is the fum of foreign information^, 
If any man can difcover in it the flighteft 
intention oh^the part of the governments of 
thofe countries, or the fmalleft expe(3:ation. 
in the people, that their Slave Trade will be 
abolilhed ; if any man can even avoid per- 
ceiving a deliberate defign in them all to ex- 
tend it to the utmoft of their knowledge and 
power, his opinion muft either be founded 
on private intelligence, or guided by fome 
very extraordinary rule of reafoning. We 
indeed live in an age of revolutions ; and 
npthing lefs than a complete revolution iix 
the fentiments and proceedings of other 
ftates, feems likely to bring about an aboli- 
tiorf of their Slave Trade. 

But if they do not alolijh their own tradci 
they will certainly endeavour to extend it, 
by getting into their hands as great a fhare 
bf ours as they can. The confequences of 
fuch a change are equally obvious and for- 
midable. . 

Four of our admirals * have exprefsly 

• Lord Rodney and Admirals Parker, Barrington 
and Rowley, Prfv. Co. Rep. part iii. tit. Further 
Evidence, &c.. 

given 
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given it as theit opinion, that " the FrencH 
*' Weft India trade is the principal fource 
** of their naval power, and what enabled 
** them to man their navy in the laft 
•• war.'* — ^This evidence is decifive, but ge- 
neral ; let us endeavour to form fome pre- 
cife idea of the number of fsulors \«rhich the 
French and Spaniards * may gain by the 
propofed change in our fyftem of commerce, 
by our withdrawing from a trade which 
we may be faid at prefent to command. 

The French flave fhips are large (com* 
monly fix hundred tons), and carry neariy 
double the number of men which ours do of 
the fame burthen. I will however ftate the 
crew in a much lower proportion, and al- 
low no more than twenty-five men to every 
hundred tons !• We at prefent employ 
from 120 to 150 vefTels in the African 
trade j and, confidering the great adivity 

* I confine myfelf to thefe nations, as the only rivals 

of our naval power. 

f Our flave (hips commonly carry feventeen men to 
every hundred tons. TSee the Colleaor o. Briftol'^ 
Anfwer,' Priv.Co. Rep. part n. tit. Briftol Mufter- 
RoUs. 

Pa lately 
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lately flicwn by the French to extend thdr 
JBlave Trade, and the connexions they have 
cftablifhed in this country, it feems npwife 
unreafonable to fuppofe, that they may im- 
mediately add thirty fhips to their prefent 
number, the crews of which (at 150 men 
per ihip) amount to 4500* 

The Spaniards^ were they left to them* 
(elvfs, would, in all likelihood^ not gain ^ 
(ingle fliip or feaman by our abolition. But 
we have feen their eagernefs to engage in 
this trade ; they have been tampering with 
our mantifadurers and officers, and both 
their government and Philippine Company 
have connexions in the Africaif trade at 
London and Liverpool. For thefe feveral 
reafons I think it may be fairly eftimated, 
that in the courfe of two or three years the 
Spaniards may acquire half as many addi- 
tional fhips and feamen as the French, 
Here there will be an acquifition of nearly 
feven thoufand failors, to the only two ma- 
rine powers we have to fear ; and as we fliall 
have withdrawn about five thoufand men 
(now annually employed in pur flave fhips) 
from our own naval force, by this inverfe 
ratio of lofs and gain, the difl^erence in their 

fcalc 
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fcale of naval importance, will be in cffed 
about twelve thoufand. A further acqui- 
• fition of. feamen will be made by the pro- 
duce which the negroes, imported in thefe 
additional Ihips, will raife. According to 
'Mr. Clarkfon's calculation *, every impor- 
tation of nine hundred efFeftive flaves, oc- 
cafions the employing of one new Ihip, and 
twenty-five feamen. This can be no great 
objedt, perhaps not more than five hundred 
men ; but then it is to be confidered, that 
here too there will probably be an inverle 
ratio of lofs and gain : for if the experi- 
ment of the Abolition-fails in any part re- 
Ipeding the negroes now in the iflands, if 
the planters do not in fa£t keep up their 
ftbck of flaves, their produce, and the fliips 
to bring home that produce, muft necef- 
farily decreafe. j 

I have indeed heard it faid, that " it is 
** our duty to do right and prevent evil, 
" without attending to the conduft of 
^^ others/' 

• Eflay on the Impolicy of, &c. p. 78. 

Befidea 
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Befides that the two principal points ih 
difpute, viz. the fin and mifchief of the 
Slave Trade, are here taken for granted,— 
a full difcuflion of this precept of political 
morality would require a volume. It is 
therefore by no means the evident duty of 
the Britifh legiflature to abolifh the Slave 
Trade; and for myfelf, as an individual 
member of that legiflature, I feel it myjirft 
duty to take care nc quid detrimenti capiat 
rejp^ that her ftrength, her refources, her 
means of defence and exiflence, are not 
haftily or ufelefsly diminifhed ; and ftill < 

more, to guard againft any of thofe meaQS 
being transferred to the envious rivals of 
her wealth and power* This, in my mind, 
will be doing right and preventing evil, the 
greateft political evil, a Decay of Na- 
tional Strength. 



4. I obje£t that it will be extremely 
difBcult (I think impofEble) to prevent 

THE CLANDESTINE IMPORTATION of 

flaves into our iflands ; and yet, if this is 
not eflFedually done, the Abolition Bill 
wjll do nothing more than raife the price 

of 



t)f the flaves upon the planter, and of thi» 
prqduce upon us. 

Mere accident afforded me an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining fome information on 
this part of the fubje£t, from two- gentle- 
men, whom I know to be perfedly well 
acqusdnted with all the iflands except 
Jamaica; and I have the more credit in 
the information they did give me, becaufe 
to fome of my queftions, which pointed 
at particular modes of fmuggling, they 
excufed themfelves from giving any an- 
fwers *. 
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From them I learned, that *' St. Euftatia, 
St. Thomas, and St. Bartholomew, arc 
moil likely to become the principal mar- 
kets ; whence the flaves will be diftributed 
into the Britifh iflands, either dire(Sly or 
intermediately, by fl:opping at fuch of 
*' the French iflands as are more conve- 
*' niently fituated for this purpofe : that it is 
*' not likely the French fliould fliut their 

* My readers are certainly at liberty to believe that 
I have been imppfed upon 5 but I hope they will not 
fufpe^ me of any defign to impofe upon tiem, 

*^ ports 
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* ports againft foreign fhips engaged in thi* 
** trade, fince they would then deprive 
themfelves of frequent opportunities of 
purchafing flaves. The iflands have many 
bays, and the leeward coafts of moft of 
them* are acceflible to boats for leagues to- 
gether. St. Kitt's and Nevis will be moft 
conveniently fupplied from St. Euftatia 
and St. Bartholomew ; the Virgin Iflands 
from St. Thomas ; Antigua and Mont- 
ferrat from Guadaloupe and the Saints ; 
" Dominica from Martinique, Guadaloupe, 
" or St. Lucia ; Barbadoes, St. Vincent, and . 
Grenada from St. Lucia, Martinique, or ^ 

Tobago ; the fmaller Grenadines will 
" often ferve as refting-places, where the 
navigation is fo difficult that the revenue 
cutters can hardly venture with fafety, 
•' and whence the flaves may very eafil) be 
** pafl: in boats to Grenada and St. Vincent; 
^ but when connexions are formed, and 
•* plans eftabliflied, the Planters of Grena-^ 
** da, for example, will think little of the 
** additional ^ expence of fupplying them- 
** felves even from St Thomas or St. Eu- 
•* ftatia ; the veflTels fl:opping (if neceflfary) 
" for refrefhment, information, pr greater 

** privacy 
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^* privacy at fome of the foreign iflands, 
** where intelligence and orders will be left 
" for the mafters." 

I queftioned them as to the preventive 
means which might be nfed on fhore,— - 
They fpoke very lightly of the fidelity or 
Courage which could be expected from the 
revenue officers, expofed to ftrong tempta- 
tion for connivance on the one hand, and on 
the other to the general refentment of the 
inhabitants if they do their duty. 

Powers of vifiting and fearching eftates, 
they admitted might be given. But, in the 
day time, a flock of negroes is too widely 
difperfed to be fpeedily and corredly col- 
lected and numbered : in the night, fuch 
fearch without notice might be dangerous, 
and with notice* wholly ineffectual. 

Penalties for being in pofleffion of newly 
imported flaves would not be eafily reco- 
verable. The negro mufl be identified by 
other evidence than his own, and he may 
have been bought (a feafoned flave) in 
another Britifh ifland. Above all, if laws 
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of this nature were to be executed in the 
Iflands, few adtions upon them would fuc^^ 
ceed ; at the fame time^ the determination 
of fuch a£tions (even upon an appeal) in 
England may be thought too grievous a 
mode to be adopted. 

I do not prefume to lay this information 
before the Public as evidence-; I offer it only 
by way of fuggefting the neceflity of in- 
quiring a little into the pradticability of en- 
forcing the intended prohibition of import- 
ing flaves into our iflands. 

Mr. Pitt is underftood to have faid * : 
** Great Britain is always able to prevent 
^ an illicit trade of negjroes by any other 
•* power to the Weft Indies ;" and Mr. 
Fox f confirmed and approved the afler- 
tion. But general aflertions are made upon 
general principles ; both may be true, with- 
out affording fufficient grounds for decid- 
ing upon any particular meafure. Moft 
certainly, Great Britain is always able to 
prevent an illicit trade on her own coafts; 

* Mr^ W ilberforce*i Speech, p. 70. 
f lb., p* 74^ 

and 
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tnd 1 have no doubt, but plans well caku« 
latcd for this purpofe have been propofed 
to the Treafury Board ; but, probably, the 
certain expence was too large to make it 
•worth while to hazard the experiment. I 
therefore think, ^ that upon the prefent oc- 
cafion. Parliament has a right to expeft 
fomething more precife than a general aC 
fcrtion of the power of Great Britain ; fome 
outline of the manner in which that power 
is to be employed ; fome detail of the plan 
intended to enforce this part of the Aboli- 
tion Bill ; and (above all) fome eftimate of 
the number of Revenue oflScers and veflels 
to be employed, and of the probable ex-^ 
pence of fuch an eftablifhment. For it 
would be idle and diigracefui to pafs an 
2L&, of doubtful event, before we have a 
reafonable aiTurance of its being not only 
' politic, but pra^icable. 



5. My laft objection to the Bill (as a 
political meafure) is, its being for abolt/h" 
ing^ inftead of rigulatingy the Slave Trade. 

All regulation, of this trade is faid, or ra- 
ther fuppofed, to be impoflible. But be- 

Q^ caufe 
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willing induftry on the part of the fervant? 
I fear not, even where the kind ufage is 
voluntary, much lefs where it is known 
(perhaps from experience and comparifon) 
to be compelled. Indulgence here means 
an unufual allowance of reft from labour 3 
fome unufual reft (particularly in climates 
that tempt tQ indolefice) creates a defire of 
more reft ; and then the ftruggle begins. 
The flaves become from indulgence lefs 
willing to work, the planter is unwilling 
to ftarve, and has recourfe to corred:ion ; 
the flaves encourage one another by faying, 
— '*' He dares not punifti us as he ufed to 
•' do." The planter infifts, the flaves con- 
tinue obftinate ; at laft, the mild treatment 
muft at any rate be abandoned, and that at 
a time when the flaves are lefs than ever 
difpofed to bear feverity or labour. * This 
progrefs feems fo perfe<9:ly natural, this 
mixture of indolence and infolence on the 
one fide, with temporary indulgence and 
final compullion on the other, feems fo 
pregnant with difcontent and infurre<9:ion, 
that we fliall be juftly accountable for what- 
ever mifchief happons, unlefs an additional 
force is fent to' prevent it. It appears from 

the 
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the returns * of the regiments, on the peace 
eftablifhment in the Weft Indies, that they 
were reduced about one-fourth in two years. 
As the Slave Trade has been opprobrioufly 
charged with the extraordinary mortality 
of the failors, is it unfair to place ' the ex- 
traordinary mortality in any regiments, 
jivhich may be fent out on this occafion, to 
the account of the Abolition Bill? Our 
anxious humanity for the flaves ought not 
to extinguifh all fears and feelings for our 
own planters and foldiers: if we carelefsly 
leave the former at the mercy of infurrec- 
tions, or create a neceffity for fending the 
latter on a fervice particularly deftru<aive> 
they may juftly tell us, that whatever hu- 
ijianity we may feel for others, we certain- 
ly ihow none to them* 

Laftly, The property of the Planters 
demands fome confideration. 

A numerous body of Britifh fubjefts 
has vefted their property in a part of our 
dominions, where the lands are cultivated 

■ ♦ Priv. Co» Rep. part iii- tit* Detached Evidence. 
No. I. 

by 
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by particular means^ which h^ve httti re-^ 
cognized, prote&ed, aad encours^ed by 
ad^s of Parliament : and fhall Parliament 
now, at one ftroke, and profeiling to aft 
on principles of juftice, cutoflf thofe means^ 
without offering fome indemnification for 
the lofs which may enfue ? If the wifdom 
of Parliament commands the experiment^ i 

let its juftice give the planters fome fecu-^ 
rity that it fhall not be made at their fole 

cxpence. 

I 

The honourable gentleman, who pro- 
pofed the refolutions*, allowed, that " He, i 
" in common with the whole Parliament of 
** Great Britain, took fhame upon himfelf, 
" for having fufFered this horrid trade to be 
** carried on under their authority.'*; — » 
This was modeftly faid ; and if he had 
added, that " Parliament ought to fland to 
** a part of the lofe," it would have been 
alfo juftly faid. Fellow-criminals fhould 
furely be felLow-fufferers : for, firft to 
tempt, and then to punifh the offender, is 
the extreme of inhumanity and injuftice^ 
I admit, that it will be time enough to de- 

* Mr. "VVilberforce's Speech, p. 36. 

liberate 



literate upon the mode and proportion of 
re-imburfement^ when any material lofs 
fhall have been ad:ually fuftained : hut a 
parliamentary acknowledgment of the plan- 
ter's right to fame re-imburfement, will be, 
in the mean time, a great fupport to their 
credit, and may even prevent lofs. 

It has been relied upon^, as an unanfwer- 
able argument againft the poffibility of lofs 
to the planters, that " they can indemnify 
** themfelves, by the incfeafed price of their 
** produce :" but this, I apprehend, will 
hold good only to a certain price, and for a 
cenain time* During the firft operation of 
the Abolition Bill, many perfons will not 
grudge paying an advance on fugar of 
two-pence or three-pence a pound ; they 
will confider it as the price paid for the 
pleafure of having exercifed (as they may 
think) an a£t of humanity : but, if in the 
courfe of ten or twelve years the produce 
fhould Gonfiderably fall off, and the price 
rife in J)roportion, the pride of Humanity 
may fubfidc, or be fupplanted by indigna- 
tion againft the fuppofed exa(3:ions of mo- 

* Mn Wilberforce^s Speech, p- 33* 

R nopolizing 
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&«polizing planters. In a word, will the na^ 
tion long fubmit to pay two ihillings a pound 
for the fugar, which may be had from Dun- 
kurk for one ? 

In truth, the equity of the cafe feems fq 
clear in fayour of the planters, that I 
ftrongly fufpedt, the poffible magnitude of 
the lofs is the real objediion to its beipg 
made good. Was the yalue of the pro-r 
perty in queftipn eftimated at 70,000!. in- 
ftead of 70,000,0001. * government -would, I 
dare fay, be mqre accommodating : but as 
the State, fituated as it is, cannot a/Ford the 
remedy, it may not be imprudent to deny 
the right. I only infill, that this is not 
jujllce ; and that it is a ftrong objection to 
the bin itfelf, that oneX)f its favourite prin- 
ciples muft be, in thi? inftance, moft gla- 
ringly violated, 

* So eftimated by Mr. Chalmers, firft cjerk to thej 
Committee of JPr. Co. See the Rep. Part iv. No. 17 
and 18. "^ ' 

Mr. Ramfa^ (ObjeEfions to -the Abolition^ Hvith An- 
fivers J p. 77.) has protefted ^gainft the claims of a 
Weft-India appraifcment of 6o,ooo,oool. the eftimate 
of 70,000,0001. is official j but if it were not, I pre^ 
fume no one would appeal to Mr.Ramfa/s arguments, 
pgainft any calculation made by Mr. Chimcrs. 

I Oiall 
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I {hall now conclude, with eameftly tCv 
quefting every Member of Parliament, be- 
fore he votes on this moft important quefr 
|tion, to recoiled, that 

As THE ABOLITIpN OF THE SlAYE 

Trade is avowed to be a measure, 
not of policy but humanity, not 
of advantage but justice, not of 

expedience but experiment, it is 
the duty of the legislature to 
jbe satisfied, that the claim of 
humanity and justice is well 
founded ; that the experiment 
promises success, and that the 
interest and strength of the 
j^ation are not hazarded in a 
vain pursuit of unattainable 
>urity and perfection. 
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56. The Garden Vade Mecum^ or, Compendium 
of General Gardening, &c. by John Aber- 
crombie, i2mo. - ' - * ^ 3 ^ 

57. The Hiftory.and Pradicc of Aeroilation, by 

T. Cavallo, £fq. F. R. S. • - o 6 • 

58. The Hiftory of Greenland, by David Crantz. 

Z Vols. • - - - o 10 o 

ig^. The Hiftory of the Brethren, by D, Crantz. 

Tranflated by the Rev. B. Latrobe - 06^ 

€0. Spangenberg's Chriftlan Doftrine, Tranflated 

by^B. Latrobe - - - o 5 • 

f I. ^Natural Curiofities of Malkam^ in Craven, 
Yorkftiire, by Thomas Hurtley 

62. The Works of the late Dr. John Jebb, by John 

Difney, D. D. F. S. A, 3 Vols. 8vo, -* 

» 

C3. The London Calendar for 1790, 28. With an 
Almanack, 2s. 9d« Or, complete, including 
the Bengal Calendar • , . 

Or complete, with the Arms, &9« * 

64. Eden Vale, a Novel, by Mrs. Catharine Parry, 

2 Vols. ... 

fj* TJxe Ring, a Novel, 3 Vols. 
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NEW BOOKS, 

FOR THE 

INSTRUCTION and ENTERTAINMENT 

OF 

YOUTH. 



The HISTORY of SANDFORD and MERTON, 

By Thomas Day, Efq. 

la Three Volt, with Front! fpieees, Price Ten Shillings 

and Sixpence. 

The HISTORY of LITTLE JACK, (who waa found bj 
acci<Ient, and nurfed by a Goat, By Thomas Day, Efq. 
Ornamented with Twenty-two beautiful Cuts. is. 

3- 
The NEW ROBINSON CRUSOE; an {nKniftTve and en- 
tertaining Hiftory for the Vie of C^'ii^^n of both Sexej. 
Tranflated froro d«: French. Embellifhed with Thirty-two 
beautiful Cuts, each Cut the Size of ihe Page. In four 
Vt^ume; i}nu>. Price only 6a, 

4- 
The above Work is printed compkle, tn a fmall Letter, in One 
Volume. Price bound only 4s. 

S- 
The fame Workahridged, Price bound only is. 6d. 
6. 
A SKETCH of UNIVERSAL HISTORY; to which is 
added, a Brief Chronology of the moil remarkable Even^ 
in the Hiftoiy of England. Embellilhed with Thirty-fis 
Heads of the fcings, from Egbert to George III. inclulive* 
Price It. fid. 

7- 

The HISTORY of THREE BROTHERS ; to which are 

added, Gray's Elegy in a Country Church-Yard, Pope's 

UDiverfal Prayer, and the Hiilory of John Gilpin. Em- 

bdliihed with Five beautiful Cuts. Price 6d. 

8. 

The HISTORY qf a SCHOOLBOY, with other Pieces. 

Price IS. bound, 



I 

Booh printed for }Qn^ STOCKOAtsi 

9- 

The CHILDREN'S MISCELLANY, m One Volume; 
illuftrated with a beautiful Frontifpiece. Price 3s. 6d« 
bound. 

10. 

SELECT STORIES, for the Inftruaion and Entertainment 
of Children. By. M^ Berq^uin. Infcribed to Mr. Raikes. 
Neatly printed in One Volume, containing 300 Pages <£ 
Letter-prefs, illuftrated with Four Copper-plates. Price 
only 33. bound. 

II. 

ITie CHILDREN'S FRIEND, Tranflated from the French 
of M. Berquin; complete in Four Volumes, and ornamented 
with Four beautiful Frontifpieces. Price only 108. bound- * 

12. 

L'AMI DES ENFANS, par M. Berquin; complete in Fom: 
Volumes, with Frontifpieces. Price only 128. bound. 

The FRIEND of YOUTH, Tranflated from the French of 
M. Berquin ; complete in Two Volumes, and ornamented 
with beautiful Frontifpieces. Price only 6s. bound. 

14. 

SANDFORD etMERTON, Tradudion libre, de PAnglois, 
par M. Berquin. Embelli de Frontifpices. In Two Vo- 
lumes, Price 78. bound. 

The ADVENTURES of NUMA POMPILIUS, Second 
King of Rome., In Two Volumes, Price 68. in Boards. 

16. 
CAPTAIN COOK'S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE to the 
PACIFIC OCEAN, in the Years 1776, 1777, 1788, 1779, 
and 1 780. Faithfully abridged from the Quarto Edition, 
puhlifhed by Order of His Majefty. Illuftrated with Cop- 
per-plates. Price 4s. bound. 

The VISION of COLUMBUS. By Joel Barlow, Efq. Price 
3«. bound* 



" ^ X' 



Mr. 



■.ry^ > 



JW^. Sioctibte having purchafd a eonjtaerahle numter of the nev0 

ediiion of Camden's BntUnnia, (which will foon be very 

fcarcef Gentlemen may he Jupplied nmtb Copies in varioui 

Bin£ngu 

I. 

BRITANNIA; 

Or, a CHaoNOLOGiCAL Description of the FlourifLing 
Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland; and thcf 
Iflands adjacent. From the earliefk Antiquity. 

By WILLIAM CAMDEN. 

Tranflated from the Edition published by the Author in 1607*' 

Enlarged by the lateft Difcoveries. 

By RICHARD GOUGH, F. A. and R. S. S. 

» 

la Three Volumes. lUuftrated with Maps, and other 

Copp<?»" plat««. 

Price in Boards £ i o. 



2- 
BUCK'S ANTIQUITIES; 

Or, Venerable Remains of above Four Hundred Caftles, M«u 
naileries, Palaces, &c. &c. in England and Wales. With 
near One Hundred Views of Cities and chief Towns. 

Three Volumes. Price £2 1 . 

The Imprefiions in the above Book are remarkably fine; 'Ml 
it may be confidered as a proper Companion to Camden. 



3- 
A GENERAL SYNOPSIS of BIRDS* 
By JOHN LATHAM, Efq. 

In Seven Volumes 4to. with the Plates beautifully colouredy 

in Boards, 9L 3s. 6d. 

4- 



•UNIVERSAL HISTORY, Ancient and Modern, In Sixty 
Volumei. New Edition. Elegantly fcound in Calf, gilt# 

and lettered. 

Another Copy In Ruffia Leather. 



5- 
CHAMBERS'S DICTIONAR^r of ARTS and 

SCIENCES. 

l^gyr EditioSy In 5 Vols. Elegantly, bound in RuiSa. 



6. 



A beautiful Set of Original Xh-awings, chiefly in the Eaft 

Indies, China, and St. Helena. Taken on the Spot 

by an Officer in the Eaft India Company's Service. There 

arc Thirty-one of the above Views, and the loweil 

. Price is £6^. 

Mr* Stockdalehas authority to fay^ that there is not a Copyamongfi 

thenif neither has one teen puhll/hed* t 
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STOCKDALE^s TRlAt 



> • 
FOR A 



JSt^pofed LIBEL on the House of Commoks* 

Thh Day is P^ullj/bedy 
In One Volume, Royal Odavo, "Price 58. in Boards^ 

THE WHOLE PROCEEDINGS 



ON THE, 




TAKEN IN SHORT HAND BY 

JOSEPH GURNET. 



TO ^ICH IS SUBJOINED^ 

AN A R G U ME NT 

./ IN SUPPORT Of 

THE RIGHTS OF JURIES. 

. . — — ■ »-' «j 

' ' ■ ■'■■-' » ■■ ■ ■ _ . — ■« 

LONDON! 

PRINTED FOR JOHN STOCKDALE, OPPOS8TE fiURLING<rON-i 

• HOUSE, PICCADILLY* 

M,Dcc,;cc. 
[Entered at Stationers-Hall.;] • 



J 



T R I A L 

Of AN INFORMATION EXHIBITED EX OFFICIO/ 
BY THE KING'S ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

• AGAINST 

JOHN STOCKDAX.E5 

• ^ O K. I 

A ttBEL ON THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

TRIED IN THE COU^T OF KINgVbENCH WEST^ A 

I 

MINSTER, ON WEDNESDAY, THE NINTH OF ! 

SECEMBER, 178^, 

BEFORE THE RIGHT HON; LLOYD LORB 
KENYON, CHIEF JUSTICE OF ENGLAND* 



» 



it 



r 

t 
1 



» 



^ 



